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When your secretary wrote requesting me to 
read a paper before you upon the alimentary 
diseases of the dog and cat, | was conscious of the 
compliment bestowed upon me, and could hardly 
refuse to accede, although I am at the moment 
experiencing a very busy time coping with an out- 
break of distemper in my district. Being a com- 
paratively young man, it is with some diffidence 
that I stand before you to-day to express my views 
upon canine and feline matters, although I realise 
that the opinion of strangers, or those who practise 
in far-removed counties, must at times be refresh- 
ing to those who, like yourselves, probably meet 
always the same faces. As I have remarked else- 
where, no man serves any useful purpose by 
bottling up his ideas, however unorthodox or 
doubtful their value may seem. Development and 
progress are largely dependent upon the accumu- 
lated observations of the individual practitioner ; 
and the greater the testimony brought to bear upon 
the subject, the greater becomes our knowledge of 
it. Thus, although the subjects I propose to dis- 
cuss with you are by no means new, some fresh 
facts may be brought to light, and some of us 
may profit by their discussion; I, at any rate, con- 
fidently look forward to learning a good deal from 
the expression of your por. opinions. 

Under the heading of ‘‘ Alimentary Diseases of 
the Dog and Cat,’’ I have selected three subjects, 
namely: Invagination and Prolapse of the Bowel, 
and Specific Feline Enteritis. 

INVAGINATION. 

Strangely enough, | have met recently with 
several instances in dogs of this distressing and 
frequently fatal condition. To be exact, I have 
had four cases in the last five weeks, which may, 
perhaps, be said to be unusually frequent. — In- 
vagination is far more common in dogs than in 
cats ; indeed, it may be said to be rare in the feline 
species. 

Causes.—The lesion generally occurs in the 
young animal, in which it often has some mysteri- 
ous connection with distemper. So many 
instances have been known and reported of whole 
litters of puppies dying from invagination, that one 
might almost be excused for regarding it as a con- 
tagious condition. There is no other evidence, 
however, in support of such an idea, and probably 
we must still hold to the existing theory that the 
disease arises as « direct result of increased or 
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violent peristalsis of the bowel, much as, I believe, 
does volvulus in the horse. 

Adult animals are by no means immune, and 
the cause in them is nearly always traceable to 
some irritant in the bowel, such as foreign bedies, 
worms, drastic purgatives, vermicides, or even un- 
digested and indigestible foods. 'Traumatisms. 
neoplasms, enlarged prostates, and constipation have 
ull been blamed. Inflammation of the bowels, 
with diarrhcea and tenesmus, arising either from 
bacterial invasion or coccidiosis, is also, in my 
opinion, sometimes responsible, and this would 
offer a possible explanation of the association of 
intussusception with distemper. It would seem 
within the realms of possibility that the cause 
might also be some temporary loss of nerve force 
or muscular power in the walls of one portion of 
the bowel (due, perhaps, to impaction, or to tem- 
porary partial paralysis). A dilation of the bowel 
by gases or food would occur immediately anterior 
to the enervated bowel, and violent peristaltic 
waves induced by purgatives, etc., would then 
carry the dilated wall over the inert wall, and so 
establish an intussusception. This could very well 
explain the occurrence of those cases in which the 
invaginated portion points in a forward direction. 

Siruation.—In the majority of cases the lesion 
is confined to the small intestine, but not uncom- 
monly the ileum is telescoped into the colon. 
Occasionally, the ileum will pass through the ileo- 
caecal valve, extend through the whole length of 
the lower bowel and pass out through the anus, 
where it may be suspected as a prolapse of the 
rectum. Invagination may, in fact, occur in any 
part of the bowel, but if it arises in the colon or 
rectum it can only pass out through the anus to 
become a prolapse. Prolapse, therefore, is really 
only an invagination involving the terminal portion 
of the bowel. The amount of intestine invagin- 
ated generally does not exceed about three or four 
inches, although it may at times reach as much as 
twelve or more inches. 

In a recent case, a four months’ old Alsatian 


" puppy was brought to me ‘ in ertremis,” and died 


within two hours. A post-mortem revealed two 
invaginations —one enteric and the other ileo- 
colic—in addition to a prolapse of the rectum. 
Another dog was removed to my surgery from the 
premises of a female ‘‘ quack,’’ with the history 
that it had been suffering from prolapsus recti for 
two days. The quack’’ had several times 
reduced the prolapse, but apparently had taken no 
steps to prevent a recurrence. By the time I re- 
ceived the animal, the. bowel was almost black and 
the dog’s heart failing. Post-mortem revealed enteric 
invagination, acute enteritis of the whole bowel, 
and extensive prolapse of the lower bowel. I 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
XUM 


could not arrive at any conclusion as to the cause 
of this condition. No signs of distemper were 
present, no foreign body found, nor was any his- 
tory available, in consequence of the dog having 
been in the hands of this unqualified person. — It 
seemed fairly certain to me that the prolapse 
resulted from the irritation set up by the invagina- 
tion, and so long as the bowel remained telescoped, 
permanent reduction of the rectal prolapse was 
hopeless. It showed once again the necessity of 
first removing the cause. 

Only a fortnight ago I was called to see a 
doctor’s dog—a fox-terrier about two-and-a-half 
years old—which was said to be constantly vomit- 
ing (or, at least, retching), very uneasy, lethargic, 
and refusing all food. Examination revealed a 
temperature of 103.5 degrees, pulse 148 and very 
thin, the back very markedly arched, profuse 
salivation, anamic mucous membranes, great weak- 
ness, and pain on palpation of the abdomen. 
The poor dog had nothing in its stomach to bring 
up, but it incessantly retched a quantity of mucus. 
I advised the owner that I suspected the presence 
of a foreign body, and suggested that an X-Ray 
photograph should at once be taken, although I had 
completely failed to detect anything by careful 
manipulation. We were agreed, however, that 
even if we found such a body, the chances of suc- 
cessfully removing it were remote, in view of the 
sinking condition of the dog. The animal came 
into hospital that Saturday night, and was imme- 
diately given five grains of chloretone. On Sun- 
day morning he had died. Post-mortem showed 
my diagnosis to be correct, for I removed an inch- 
wide iron moter nut (exhibited) from the ileum. 
There was no inflammation of the stomach, but an 
acute enteritis pervaded the whole bowel. In 
addition, the duodenum had invaginated into the 
stomach (exhibited), a condition which, in my ex- 
perience, is most rare. A radiograph would cer- 
tainly have verified my fears, but I feel that an 
operation must have been unsuccessful. I cannot 
reproach myself with having missed such an in- 
vagination, as doubtless you will all agree that 
diagnosis of one in this situation would be 
extremely difficult, especially in view of the ten- 
sing of the abdominal muscles upon the slightest 
manipulation. The fact that the duodenum entered 
the stomach is curious, for it is most unusual for 
invaginations to occur in any direction other than 
that which is normally taken by the peristaltic 
waves. The probability is that there had been a 
violent gastric peristalsis, the walls of the stomach 
having enveloped a possibly inert duodenum. 

Early in the year, at a meeting of the Central 
Veterinary Society, I showed a horse’s caecum 
which had been removed from a five-year-old horse 
that had died of invagination of the ileum into the 
cecum. I had never before encountered such a 
condition in a horse, and the slaughterman, who 
had unlimited opportunities, had not seen one for 
eight years. 

Symptoms anp Draanosts: The outstanding 
symptoms of intussusception are persistent and 
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sometimes violent retching, and the passing of 
blood-stained feces, or even pure blood. In the 
early stages, the animal vomits what food is in the 
stomach, although appetite may remain fairly 
normal for a time, but, later, all inclination for food 
is lost, and the continuous retching brings forth 
nothing but slimy froth. The persistence of this 
symptom causes great depression, and is productive 
of a rapid, wiry pulse. At a still later stage, the 
vomit, having perhaps been bile-stained, hecomes 
putrid, and may even contain fragments of fecal 
matter. 

There is listlessness and a disposition to hide, 
which may be alternated by bouts of uneasiness— 
the dog walking to and fro, and perhaps even whin- 
ing. The pain gradually becomes more acute until 
the back is arched and the animal exhibits a stilty 
gait in progression. 

Invagination always provokes a more or less 
complete occlusion of the bowel, so that once the 
lower bowel is emptied of its contents, there is a 
cessation of defecation, though straining may con- 
tinue. What is passed may be blood-coated, but 
usually, after two or three days, drops of pure 
blood or blood-stained mucus only are voided. This 
symptom, combined with the continuous retching, 
and the comparatively sudden onset of the illness, 
should be sufficient to excite great suspicion as to 
the nature of the malady. Increase of temperature 
is not constant, though usually there is some 
elevation, which may at times reach 104 degrees. 
It would be excusable, at first, if a diagnosis of gas- 
tritis were arrived at in view of the abnormal thirst, 
inappetence, and vomiting; but the passage of 
blood per anum and the pain evinced on manipula- 
tion of the abdomen, should be sufficient to cause 
the surgeon to revise his views. ‘I'he examination 
of the abdominal contents is best made when the dog 
is standing upon a table. Some considerable time 
must be spent in endeavouring to overcome the 
tension of the abdominal muscles, for unless this is 
effected nothing can be discerned. 

Then, if the bowel is really telescoped, the lesion 
will probably be felt as an elongated object not un- 
like an uncooked sausage in shape and consistence. 
[t would feel like a cooked sausage if it had existed 
long. Pressure upon this part will cause acute 
pain, from which the animal cries out or moans. 
Frequent instances have come to my notice in 
which cases of invagination have never been diag- 
nosed in life; thus, as in all abdominal diseases, 
careful manipulation should not be neglected. — In 
the cat it is very easily accomplished. 

Sometimes the malady gives rise to a chronic 
fibrinous peritonitis with matting together of the 
coils of the intestine. Cases have been known in 
which invagination has existed a week or ten days 
without seriously incommoding the animal, so long 
as only liquid food is given. But, during this 
time, there have been noticed occasional mild bouts 
of colic,. with a gradually increasing emaciation. 
Then one day acute symptoms are developed, and 
the disease pursues a rapid course to a fatal ter- 
mination, unless drastic measures are at once 
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adopted. Jaundice is by no means an uncommon 
accompaniment of the malady, and has _ been 
reported by clinicians, time after time, to be so 
associated. 

ProGnosis: The great majority of animals so 
afflicted would, if left untreated, most certainly die. 
The bowel would never disengage itself, and those 
animals which recover naturally do so in conse- 
quence of the sloughing away of the invaginated 
portion of bowel, after firm adhesions of the serous 
surfaces at each end have taken place. The pro- 
cess is, however, slow and painful—so painful, in 
fact, that death would probably ensue from exhaus- 
tion or septicemia. Were recovery effected, a per- 
manent stricture would quite likely oceur on the 
site of the lesion, after the lapse of about six 
months; it is, therefore, altogether useless to rely 
upon Nature to effect a cure of so severe a disease. 

Medicines of any kind are equally useless—with 
the possible exception of those having the power to 
annul pain. Pain automatically decreases as 
necrosis sets in, but all hope is past by then. The 
disease must be regarded as very fatal, and the 
client must be prepared for the worst as soon as 
the diagnosis is made. If the veterinary surgeon 
then is able to bring about a recovery, he reaps 
untold kudos. If he fails, it would only be what 
the client was taught to expect, and he goes away 
satisfied. The prognosis is very much more hopeful 
if the case is received and diagnosed in its early stages, 
before inflammation and induration of the bowel 
walls are much in evidence. This hopefulness, 
however, is dependent upon the method of treat- 
ment and one’s success in reducing the condition 
without much delay. Old-standing cases, or those in 
aged animals, offer less hope, although in every 
instance it is good policy to make just as earnest 
an attempt at a cure, for sometimes one is rewarded 
with unexpected success. 

The great possibility of cure undoubtedly lies in 
the performance of laparotomy, and whether this 
be undertaken in the dog or cat, its chances of suc- 
cess are equally good proyided the patient is not 
already too weak and exhausted. Death in acute 
cases may take place in from 24 hours to 5 days. 
In subacute or chronic cases the patient lingers on 
for as long as ten days. 

TREATMENT: Suggestions have been made by 
several writers that invaginations may sometimes 
be reduced by the inflation of the bowel with 
copious streams of warm water passed as high up 
as possible through a long tube. There are serious 
objections to this method, such as one’s inability 
to project the water as far as the small intestines 
on account of the intervening ileo-cecal valve; 
secondly, that it would not reduce ileo-cecal invag- 
ination ; thirdly, that the force and distention neces- 
sary would cause considerable pain and resistance 
on the part of the dog; fourthly, that there would 
be a risk of rupturing the bowel wall; and, lastly, 
such attempts as I have made with this method 
have proved abortive. Nevertheless, it is quite 
conceivable that a flow of water might straighten 
out an invagination if the lesion had only just 
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occurred. But, then, how often does a veterinary 
surgeon meet with such an early case, and if it is 
so met, would it be diagnosed? He is called in, 
usually, only after severe symptoms have become 
manifest. Personally, [ should not hesitate to per- 
form laparotomy under chloroform, radical opera- 
tion affording quite the best prospects of a success- 
ful termination. | When the cases are not too far 
gone, some wonderful recoveries have been known, 
even when the bowel walls have become lacerated 
during reduction. 

Meticulous care must be exercised in attaining 
and maintaining asepsis, as an inflamed bowel is 
more likely to pick up an infection than is a 
healthy one. The abdominal incision on the linea 
alba need be of no greater length than will permit 
a finger to be inserted for the purpose of bringing 
the affected bowel to the exterior. | When the 
lesion is recent, little difficulty is experienced in 
adjusting the bowel to its normal state, but if 
adhesions have taken place, and there is much 
swelling or inflammation, the case wears a more 
serious aspect. 

Having exposed the involved portion of the 
bowel, traction should be gently applied to the 
sound intestine on either side of the intussuscep- 
tion. In many of the advanced cases, I have 
found that this procedure fails, and it is then better 
to practice extrusion by pressing up the distal end 
of the invaginated portion of bowel through the 
outer or covering portion. This may be done by 
applying pressure with the finger and thumb 
behind the affected part. Traction, if persisted in, 
will sometimes tear the mesentery or split the ser- 
ous coat as it bends. 

I remember that in the case of the Alsatian 
(previously referred to), I made a post-mortem ex- 
amination, and found T could not reduce the invag- 
ination even on the dead subject, without undue 
laceration, so that the greatest care and patience 
must be exercised on the live subject to avoid 
doing some irreparable damage. 

If adhesions of the serous surfaces are already 
apparent, an attempt must be made to break these 
down with the fingers or with-éhe blunt handle of 
a scalpel. In bad cases it may be impossible to 
avoid rupturing the serous and longitudinal muscu- 
lar coats, thus exposing the circular muscular 
layer; and although this is a serious enough acci- 
dent, it need not be looked upon as having neces- 
sarily produced a hopeless situation, as such cases 
have been known to recover. 

When the intestine has at last become extri- 
cated, it should be bathed with a warm antiseptic 
solution, such as eusol, boracic acid, permanganate 
of potash, etc., and be returned to the abdomen, 
the external wound being closed in the usual way. 
If, however, the involved bowel shows necrosed or 
gangrenous patches, or if it has become so lacerated 
in the process of reduction that the animal is likely 
to succumb to peritonitis, then doubtless the best 
course is to resort to enterectomy. This is a much 
more serious operation, which should not lightly 
be undertaken. Yet, if there remains no possible 
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doubt as to its necessity, the animal must have 
reached a condition in which it would otherwise 
surely die, and the operation at least gives it a 
sporting chance of living. ‘The prognosis is, how- 
ever, far from hopeful. 


To perform enterectomy, with subsequent anas- 
tomosis of the cut ends of the bowel, the diseased 
bowel is withdrawn (as just described) and laid 
upon a square of sterilised material which has been 
previously spread over the operation site and 
adjacent parts of the operating table. Of course 
there is a hole in this material corresponding to the 
wound in the abdomen, through which the viscus 
is drawn. The contents of the bowel, above and 
helow the part to be excised, must be squeezed 
away between finger and thumb, their return being 
prevented by the application of special bowel 
clamps. A V-shaped excision of mesentery is 
made, caution being exercised in the number and 
size of the branches of the mesenteric artery which 
are severed. The base of the V will, of course. 
include the whole of the lesion, and care must be 
taken to ensure that all bowel which it is proposed 
not to remove, shall have a blood supply. 

Mesenteric vessels are ligatured before they are 
cut. A clean, rectangular section through healthy 
howel on either side is now made with straight 
scissors, the cut ends being washed inside and out 
with antiseptic. 


In suturing these together one aims at bringing 
the serous surfaces into apposition, which is per- 
formed by Lembert’s method with interrupted cat- 
gut sutures. The mucous coat must not be pene- 
trated, and the needle should be fine and round. 
The incision in the mesentery is closed with a con- 
tinuous suture. Much could be written upon the 
technique of this operation, but I do not propose 
to bore you with further details, because it is a 
performance one is rarely called upon to undertake. 
It is necessary, however, to state that the after- 
treatment, not only of enterectomy cases, but also 
of reductions of invaginations, involves the pro- 
vision of a very light and non-irritant diet. In 
fact, milk alone is given for two or three days, 
then gradually allowing small quantites of minced 
meat in addition, until the animal becomes 
brighter and more robust. If these foods cannot 
he tolerated at first, rectal feeding may be resorted 
to, using either suppositories or nutrient enemas. 
[In all cases, too, it is essential, in my view, to 
administer some kind of anodyne for several days 
to prevent the resumption of malposition of the 
parts, and to reduce the possibility of straining, 
with consequent rupture of the sutures where these 
have been employed. For this purpose, opium can 
be prescribed per os or per rectum, chlorodyne 
sometimes being chosen. If the animal is at all 
fidgety or excitable, it should be kept under the in- 
fluence of morphia in very small doses; or chlore- 
tone administered. To ensure as aseptic a condi- 


tion of the bowel as possible, one would do well 
fo give a mixture containing Dimol syrup and 
paraffin twice daily. 
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So far as the cat is concerned, morphia is, of 
course, useless, and chloretone very dangerous. 
We have an excellent substitute for morphia, how- 
ever, in chloral. One can keep a cat sleepy and 
stupid for 24 hours by injecting per rectum the 
following mucilage: Syrupus chloral 45 m., gum 
mucilage 3 drs. This is warmed before adminis- 
tration. 


PROLAPSE OF THE RECTUM. 


Now for a few words upon prolapsus recti. Ii 
is fairly common in dogs, of which bulldogs seem 
most susceptible, but it is rare in cats, and its 
causes are much the same as those responsible for 
invagination. In fact, as I said before, it is an 
invagination, with the one difference that as the 
disturbance occured so near the anus, there was no 
tissue into which the rectum could protrude. 

You are doubtless all so familiar with the appear- 
ance of a prolapsus that it would be superfluous to 
attempt its description in much detail. I thus 
merely observe that it is a long, cylindrical red 
mass found hanging from and protruding through 
the anal ring. At the centre of its distal end is 
an orifice through which passes at intervals semi- 
fluid bloody excrement or a few drops of blood. 

When first extruded, this mass is of a bright red 
colour, which, after a few hours’ exposure, be- 
comes darker and more swollen. Unless it is 
reduced or some protective treatment applied, it 
becomes first ulcerated (perhaps lacerated), and 
then necrotic. | When the prolapse consists only 
of anus or rectum, it is usually quite easy to 
replace ; but when it is composed of colon or ileum, 
there is sometimes no such facility in remedying 
the matter. In the latter instance, of course, 
we are dealing with an invagination in the true 
sense of the word. 

The question of differential diagnosis is therefore 
important, and is accomplished by passing a probe 
between the everted body and the anal ring. If 
small intestine has been prolapsed, the probe will 
meet with no resistance, but will pass in for several 
inches. If, on the otRer hand, rectum has been 
prolapsed, the probe will very soon come to rest 
against its retroverted wall. 

Sometimes a firm globular body is encountered 
within the pelvic cavity, which impedes the return 
of the bowel to its normal position. This is a 
retroverted bladder, and although not commonly 
making its appearance in this unusual way, it does, 
upon occasion, accompany prolapse of the bowel. 
The cacum may be inverted at the same time as 
the colon. 

TREATMENT: One’s first care must be the protec- 
tion and cleanliness of the extruded body, which 
is bathed with a warm solution of some mild anti- 
septic. It may then be dried with cotton wool, 
well lubricated with oil and returned by the appli- 
cation of gentle pressure through the agency of 
cotton wool. [It is not, however, always such a 
simple matter, and one may find it necessary to 
foment the prolapsus with warm water for as long 
as half an hour before much can be done with it. 
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lt is surprising how much more amenable to treat- 
ment it becomes after such prolonged fomenta- 
tion, 


Another way of dealing with an obstinate pro- 
lapse is to bathe it with ice-cold water, and then 
paint it with a solution of cocaine and adrenalin. 
This is specially useful when the gut has become 
greatly swollen and congested, and if the trouble 
has existed many hours, it is likely that reduction 
will only be effected by kneading. I know I have 
reduced (sometimes in a few minutes) greatly 
cedematous and angry-looking prolapsi which at 
first seemed to be absolutely hopeless. It can only 
be accomplished by commencing at the distal end. 
and with the finger tips and thumbs, turning the 
edges in bit by bit until finally the whole mass dis- 
appears. If great difficulty is encountered, the cat 
or dog may be put under a hypnotic, held head 
downwards, and the bowel filled with warm water. 
through a Higginson’s syringe, with a long nozzle 
attached. Should it appear that much manipula- 
tion will be required, and great pain and exhaus- 
tion entailed, it is best to administer chloroform at 
the outset. 


When the bowel is finally replaced, a_ finger 
should be inserted to ascertain that the bowel wall 
is straight and smooth, and that no invagination 
exists within reach; then a wad of cotton wool 
must be placed over the anus to act as a truss, and 
retained in position by a bandage. The animal, 
meanwhile, must be kept in a sleepy state and 
allowed no movement. 

Several other expedients are available for keeping 
the rectum in place. One is to insert a tobacco~ 
pouch suture of strong silk in and out of the skin, 
close to the periphery of the anal ring, so that, 
when drawn up tight, it considerably constricts the 
lumen of the orifice and prevents a further drop- 
ping of the bowel. — It is left in for a week or 
more, during which time I apply chloretone oint- 
ment as a local anesthetic to reduce irritation and 
pain. 

My last case was that of a Pom, in which I 
simply employed two sutures across the anus. The 
stitches were removed after three days, the dog 
being meanwhile kept under chloretone. There 
was no recurrence. 

I have not tried Gersuny’s Wax operation, but, 
from what I have heard, it is not very successful 
in animals. Whichever surgical method is 
adopted, it is essential to prescribe either opium, 
morphine, chloretone, bromide, or some other hyp- 
notic, for several days in order to eliminate mus- 
cular effort, so far as is possible. 


When the condition is complicated by retrover- 
sion of the bladder, the urine must be drawn off— 
if necessary by trochar and canula. In, many 
cases it seems imperative to perform laparotomy, 
and many practitioners (including myself) have the 
greatest. faith in suturing the troublesome viscus 
to the abdominal walls. The outstanding disad- 
vantage of this method, however, is the possible 
production of a kink in the bowel, which would so 
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interfere with the normal action of defecation 
as to cause difficulty or pain in its performance. 

Not a few veterinary surgeons adopt the bold 
course of amputating the rectum, though this 
should not be attempted unless adhesions have 
taken place and its return is impossible; or unless 
it is injured beyond repair. The animal is secured 
on an operating table in the abdominal position, 
and anesthetised. The rectum is disinfeeted in- 
side and out, and all hairs carefully removed from 
its vicinity. The tail is bandaged and tied up. A 
clean cylindrical tube is then passed up the lumen 
of the bowel and retained in that position by an 
assistant. Sterile catgut sutures are now inserted 
at roughly one-quarter inch intervals through the 
outer surface of the bowel down as far as the metal 
tube, the point of the curved needle being then 
turned in a backward direction and brought up 
again to the surface. | When two or three sutures 
have been so placed on the circumference of the 
bowel, and about half an inch from the anal ring. 
an incision through the gut may be commenced 
posterior to the sutures, down as far as the metal 
tube, and taking care not to cut the sutures. The 
ends of each suture are sought and tied but not 
removed, as these are used to prevent the severed 
edges of the bowel from disappearing inside. As 
further sutures are placed around the circumfer- 
ence, the rectum is correspondingly excised, until 
all the sutures are at last in position and the pro- 
lapse is completely severed. 

This is but a brief description of the technique, 
and time will hardly permit me to enlarge upon it. 
yet if any member has not understood [will 
endeavour later to clarify the matter. 

After so serious an operation, every endeavour must 
be made to prevent excitement, exercise or straining, 
and none but a milk diet permitted for a full week. 
Bed the animal on clean linen, and administer 
Dimol in capsule twice daily. © When carefully 
performed, under strictly sterile conditions, this 
operation often gives good results. 

[INrectious Enreriris or Cats. 

This disease is also known as Feline Typhus, 
Kpizootic Enteritis, and Croupous Enteritis. In 
canine pathology a specific gawtro-enteritis known 
as Typhus or Stuttgart Disease, is recognised. 
which T believe to be in many ways identical with 
infectious enteritis occurring so frequently in cats. 
The latter is usually very rapidly fatal, has a 
sudden ouset, and may terminate life wathin 24 
hours of the first noticeable symptoms. |The mor- 
tality is in the neighbourhood of 80 per cent. 

There was a plague of the disease in 1919 and 
1920, which destroyed many thousands of cats, 
and last winter saw a serious recurrence of the 
malady. [t usually attacks kittens or young cats, 
though old ones are not immune. 

Some authorities have attempted to draw a dis- 
tinction between feline epizootic gastro-enteritis and 
epizootic enteritis, but the described train of symp- 
toms in the one appears to be not dissimilar to the 
phenomena observed in the other, and the proba- 
bility is that they are one and the same disease. 
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Whilst the clinical differences are inappreciable, 
there seems still less ground for distinction bac- 
teriologically, since no specific casual organism of 
epizootic gastro-enteritis has as yet been definitely 
isolated and named. 

Causes: Boucek, in 1910, investigated an 
epizooty of cats which was characterised by very 
similar symptoms to those described here, as per- 
taining to epizootic enteritis. He obtained pure 
cultures from blood smears, of an ovoid, bipolar, 
Gram-negative, motile organism, which he con- 
sidered was a member of the septicemia hemor- 
rhagica group. It was very pathogenic to cats, 
but did not appear in other animals. Zschokke 
described some outbreaks of disease, which he 
called croupous enteritis among cats, and which he 
asserted were due to a virulent type of Bacillus 
coli. Phisalix also made similar observations. 
Skrzynski, in 1908, described an organism closely 
allied to Bacillus coli, which was specific in cats, 
but did not affect mice, rats, guinea-pigs or rabbits. 
It was Gram-negative and non-motile, though pos- 
sessing marked Brownian movement; it stained 
with ordinary dyes; was non-sporulating; did not 
liquefy gelatine ; coagulated milk in 24 hours with 
a strong acid reaction; produced indol, and fer- 
mented mannite, but not saccharose, etc. Broth 
cultures added to the food of cats produced the 
disease and destroyed the animals in anything from 
20 hours to 20 days, according to the age of the 
cat. The organisms were recovered in each case. 

As in the case of distemper, the bulk of scientific 
opinion still adheres to the ultra-visible virus theory, 
in spite of the fact that many and varied organisms 
have been described and held responsible for the 
disease by their respective discoverers. | However, 
in the light of the most recent investigations 
(results of which were published in 1920 by Milks 
and Goldberg, of the New York State Veterinary 
College at Cornell University), it would seem clear 
that a coliform organism is, in fact, the causal 
agent of this feline disease. These observers fol- 
lowed up the work of the earlier named gentleman, 
and verified it in almost every particular. 

Symptoms: The sick cat is brought to the 
veterinary surgeon usually with the history that 
it refuses to eat, constantly vomits, and seqms 
dull and depressed. Examination discloses that it 
has a temperature of 102 or 108 degrees; dull, 
lustreless coat, uneasiness or pain upon manipula- 
tion of the abdomen; frequent retching, a colour- 
less or yellowish slimy fluid being emitted ; the pas- 
sage, perhaps, of blood-stained slimy stools, or 
nothing passed at all; muscular weakness; animal 
seems dazed and remains motionless ; mouth, ears, 
and legs may feel cold; salivation may be noticed ; 
in some cases thirst is increased, but the ingestion 
of water is followed almost immediately by emesis ; 
the vomit may later assume the aspect of prune 
juice, which is a grave sign, generally foreboding a 
fatal termination. The temperature at this stage 
is usually normal or subnormal; the passage of 
the thermometer may be strenuously resisted; the 
membrane nictitans protrude over the eyes; the 
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skin loses its elasticity; and the patient becomes 
comatose and dies within a few hours. It not 
rarely dies in convulsions. Death is often 
erroneously thought to be due to poisoning. 

It is not uncommon for a cat affected with 
this disease to exhibit so little that the veterin- 
arian has scarcely time to arrive at a diag- 
nosis before death takes place. 

Posv-MorrTEM examination, however, indicates 
the nature of the complaint, for the lining of the 
small intestine (particularly of the jejunum and 
ileum) is found to be the seat of inflammation and 
swelling in varying degrees of severity, rendering 
it from a deep pink to a dark purple colour, with 
or without ecchymoses. It may show a croupous 
or flaky exudate in about 50 per cent. of cases. 
The serous coat of the bowel is markedly con- 
gested, and the ruge of the stomach may be en- 
gorged and swollen. Bile pigment seems abund- 
antly distributed throughout the intestinal tract, 
and all tissues adjacent to the gall bladder are un- 
duly stained with bile, even an hour or so after 
death. There is increased thickness and dimin- 
ished elasticity of the bowel wall, also swelling of 
the mesenteric glands, and congestion of the liver 
and kidneys. The contents of the large bowel are 
blood-stained. 

Petechial hemorrhages may, in some instances, 
be encountered upon one or more of the visceral 
organs. 

[ was recently called upon to treat a kitten three 
months old, suffering from unaccountable paresis 
of the hind limbs. Appetite was at first in abey- 
ance, then returned, and under suitable treatment 
of five or six days’ duration it recovered sufficiently 
to go home. At the end of four more days the 
kitten was returned with a history of sickness, 
refusal to feed, general depression, and the ejection 
of two round worms by the mouth. Bismuth mix- 
ture was prescribed, but within 48 hours the 
animal died in convulsions. Necropsy revealed an 
acute inflammation of the small bowel, ecchy- 
motic spots all over the large bowel, and dark 
patches which later would undoubtedly have been 
ulcers. The vessels in the visceral peritoneum 
were very deeply congested, the bowel walls in- 
durated and swollen. The medulla of the kidneys 
showed purple discoloration, and the liver was 
dark and friable. 

The diagnosis was infectious enteritis. It should 
be mentioned that muscular weakness of the limbs, 
bordering almost on a condition of paraplegia, is 
not infrequently met with in these cases. In those 
instances in which the cat is spared sufficiently 
long, one may discover mouth lesions similar to 
those observed in canine typhus, viz., ulceration, 
necrosis, and gangrene of the free anterior portion 
and edges of the tongue, the cheek linings, and 
sometimes of the gums. But these complications 
in the cat are rare, in my experience. 

TREATMENT: As a rule, it is a mistake to pour 
food down the animal’s throat, the stomach being 
so irritable that such aliment will surely be rejected 
immediately, and only add to the cat’s exhaustion 
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und misery. Bodily strength must be sustained, 
‘if possible, and may be attempted by the gentle 
insertion of nutrient suppositories per rectum, or 
by nutrient clysters. On the other hand, should 
the case be not marked by severe emesis, a little 
water and egg albumen may sometimes be re- 
tained. Dimol appears to be the best medicinal 
agent, as it is a bowel disinfectant which is non- 
toxic to cats. A two or three gr. pill, or the 
syrup in gelatine capsule, may be given every four 
hours. | Compound bismuth mixture is also very 
efficacious, and some practitioners favour the 
internal administration of a teaspoonful every two 
hours of the following: Pot. permang. 4 grs., 
water 1 oz., with a 2 gr. tabloid of bismuth 
carb. twice daily. These remedies have an in- 
hibiting effect on diarrhoea, a sedative effect on 
stomach and bowel, thus abating sickness, and an 
anti-bacterial action which is so highly essential in 
this complaint. 

The cat must be kept very quiet, warm, and 
clean, strength being supported in cases of great 
prostration by the subcutaneous injection of 
nuclein in physiological salt solution. This can 
be obtained ready prepared (P. D. and Co.), and 
should be given once or twice a day in 5 to 10 
c.c. doses. Aspirin in | to 3 gr. doses may be 
prescribed in acute pyrexia, 

This concludes my paper, gentlemen, and L trust 
that its lengthiness has not unduly bored you, and 
I hope you will pardon any imperfections which 
may have become apparent. 

Discussion. 

Mr. G. Mayaun: It shows an admirable enthu- 
siasm on Captain Kirk’s part to come all the way 
from the Metropolis to Cottonopolis to give us a 
paper on three common conditions met with in the 
dog and cat. The title of the paper would seem to 
me to have been better if it had read, ‘‘ Some 
Diseases of the Alimentary Tract of the Dog and 
Cat.’’ His methods of dealing with the condi- 
tions mentioned by him are more or less those 
which we all practice, and he has put his points 
very lucidly and comprehensively before us. With 
regard to the causes of invagination, [ do not 
believe it is always due to increased peristalsis of 
the bowel. I think a more reasonable explanation 
is that it is frequently caused by irregular nerve 
stimuli by which a given spot is contracted going 
to the bowel, while immediately below it there is 
a dilatation, thus permitting the latter to invag- 
inate the former. ‘The presence of foreign bodies, 
worms or undigested food may be a few of the 
causes bringing about these irregular nerve stimuli. 
Drastic purgatives are undoubtedly a cause of this 
condition, as well as many others in the dog. At 
the present time I believe that the giving of un- 
suitable and improper medicines by the _ laity 
brings us many serious cases of canine digestive 
trouble, difficult to diagnose because of lack of 
frankness in the client and hard to treat success- 
fully because we do not know the conditions exist- 
ing in the dog’s gastro-intestinal tube as a result 
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of improper medication. Lf 1 had to state the 
drugs wrongly given by dog owners that brought 
me the most patients, L should name syrup of buck- 
thorn given neat, asafcetida, turpentine, santonin, 
tobacco and castor oil, and a whole galaxy of 
“quack ’’ worm pills. Years ago [| remember 
seeing a fine picture called ‘* The Doctor,’’ painted 
by Frith. It depicts a medical man sitting beside 
the bedside of a child and anxiously watching the 
crisis of a serious illness. The look of solicitude 
on the doctor's countenance and the wan, peaky 
face of the invalid child are vividly portrayed, and 
leave a lasting impression on the mind’s eye. 
Artists are seldom supposed to ‘* point a moral,” 
although they frequently ‘‘ adorn a tale.”’ ‘The 
picture was, however, reproduced in ‘‘ Punch,”’ 
and underneath it were the words, ‘‘ Great 
heavens! have [ given it the wrong medicine? ”’ 
L have often thought that a picture on these lines, 
with the dog as a patient and a man labelled as 
the owner giving it medicine, and watching its sub- 
sequent antics and underneath, ‘‘ Great heavens ! 
have | given it the wrong medicine? ’’ might be 
better propaganda for cruelty societies than faked 
films. Now, as regards the diagnosis of intussus- 
ception, | do not consider that this is easy or very 
practicable by palpation and external symptoms. 
The external symptoms mentioned by Captain Kirk 
occur in several other complaints, e.g., paralysis 
of the large intestine; strangulation or obstruction 
by a foreign body; toxic, haemorrhagic enteritis, 
and canine typhus of the dog, where there is no 
intussusception; and the sausage-like enlargement 
may be difficult to locate in animals so varied in 
size and condition as the dog. Laparotomy was 
thought out and adopted to overcome this difficulty, 
and I think it is safer and more scientific to say 
at once to the owner of a sick dog, ‘‘ Your animal 
has serious abdominal trouble, and it will be neces- 
sary for me to look inside it by a simple surgical 
procedure before I can definitely state what is 
wrong and adopt suitable cure methods.’’ The 
annals of medical literature are full of records of 
mistaken diagnosis that have been verified through 
laparotomy. 

In the treatment of invagheation, Captain Kirk 
states that, with regard to intestinal lavage, ‘‘there 
are serious objections to this method, such as one’s 
inability to project the water as far as the small 
intestines on account of the intervening ileo-cecal 
Tf there is no obstruction, any fluid in- 
jected in sufficient quantity will in time find its 
way into the stomach and be ejected through the 
mouth. I have many times used this method in 
the dog with bicarbonate of soda or salt solutions 
in cases where I have wanted to get a fairly clean 
digestive tube. In the clinies of Copenhagen and 
the University of Pennsylvania this method has 
been used in dogs for the last dozen years or more. 
Dogs are very depressed sometimes, when suffer- 
ing from toxic enteritis, and it is always wise to 
give them a hypodermic injection of camphor oil, 
L in 5, before adopting intestinal lavage. — This 
is digression, but it shows that the ileo-ceecal 
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valve does not prevent injected fluids passing 
through the small intestines into the stomach. 

After a serious stomach or bowel operation, 1 
do not like to give either chlorodyne or opium, and 
more especially the latter. Im my cases, col- 
lapse has been the trouble mostly to be guarded 
against, « coldness of the extremities and body sur- 
face, and a weak pulse which suggested stimula- 
tion of the local circulation, and I believe in a fair 
hypodermic dose of camphor oil and some hot 
water bottles, and, later on, the stand-by of the 
appendix eliminator enthusiast, namely medicinal 
paraffin. 

Coming now to prolapse of the rectum, L really 
think that if any surgical operator ought to know all 
that there is to know about this condition, it should 
be the veterinary surgeon. It must be thirty years 
since [ had my first case of amputation of the 
rectum to perform, and I have seen and operated 
on many cases since, not only in the dog but also 
in the pig and horse. The number of instances 
in which a replaced everted rectum has remained 
replaced has been very few, and in by far the 
greater number excision has had to be performed. 


’ The results cannot be said to have been good, 


probably less than 30 per cent. of successes. 
Where replacement has succeeded with me, I have 
endeavoured to allay the local hyperemia of the 
anterior bowel with cocaine and adrenalin, and 
when [ have replaced the prolapse have put in a 
wad of wool soaked in quinine and urea hydro- 
chloride, with the object of keeping the bowel 
anesthetised, and to prevent, as long as possible, 
uw return of straining and irritation. In two 
other successful cases [ drew four lines by 
light cauterisation along the axis of the gut, 
one line being at the top, one at the bottom, 
and one on each side. I then replaced the gut, 
packed the rectum and sutured the anus. In these 
two cases the bowel was well anzsthetised before 
cauterisation, and care was taken not to go any 
deeper than the mucous layer. I always suture 
the anus in these cases, and consider that any effec- 
tual placing of a pad that will remain on the anal 
orifice of a dog is more or less of a romantic pro- 
position. 

Two points have been driven home to me’ by 
actual experience in connection with the excision 
of the rectum, and they are that, when a healthy 
bowel is severed, a good hold must be made by the 
sutures on the several ends, and in an inflamed and 
infected bowel a better hold if possible should be 
secured. A hold by four sutures in either case is 
quite insufficient. When the prolapsed bowel is 
cut off, more sutures should be inserted. — Steril- 
ised silk sutures have always been more satisfac- 
tory with me than catgut. 

As a result of my experiences, I am profoundly 
dissatisfied with this matter of prolapse of rectum 
with excision. From correspondence with other 
practitioners, I find that their percentage of suc- 
cesses is about the same or less than my own. 
The experience of this condition must be vast with 
us. TI do think that in the interests of advance in 
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its science and surgery, we should get together, and 
that every practitioner should record his methods 
and results of his rectum amputation cases. Then, 
by well collected and tabulated statistics, we might 
determine what method was the soundest, and gave 
the greatest likelihood of ultimate success. 

I know very little about contagious enteritis of 
cats, but have had some successes by washing out 
the mouth and throat with chinosol and glycerine 
solutions, and giving small doses of medicinal 
paraffin, paraffin and camphor oil, and lately 
luminal soda as elixir in a few drop doses. I think 
the last mentioned remedy obviates to some extent 
the muscular weakness of the limbs, which the 
essayist has referred to as not infrequent in this 
disease, and it sometimes allays the vomiting. 
In the dog it is a fine remedy where there 1s 
any sign of epileptic convulsions, with vomiting 
or champing of the jaws, and lack of control of the 
limbs. 

These are all the remarks I have to make, 
gentlemen, and I thank you for the patience you 
have exhibited in listening to them. 

Mr. G. Exuis said he used pot. nit. for stoma- 
titis in cats. He said he had had a case of con- 
solidation of the lungs where the tongue was 
infected. 

Mr. A. New referred to a case of a dog strain- 
ing. He said it was destroyed, and on post- 
mortem he found intussusception of the bowel. 
He was of opinion that it was an uncommon 
occurrence. He had also cases’ of 
enteritis in cats where ulceration of the tongue 
was present. Some of the cats got better and 
others died. He had very much enjoyed listening 
to the paper that afternoon. 

Mr. F. G. Epwarps said he observed Captain 
Kirk’s remarks about the good results obtained 
from the use of Dimol. He stated he had also 
used Dimol with success. He thought it should 
be more commonly used. 

Captain J. H. Wrieur thanked Captain Kirk 
for coming that afternoon. He — thouglit 
the subject was a_ practical one and met 
with in every-day practice. In his opinion, in- 
vagination and prolapse were caused mostly by 
worms and irregular food. He stated that in 
cases he had treated he had found cinders and 
worms present. He had also used Dimol with 
good results. 

Mr. R. S. Howe remarked that he thought 
enteritis in cats was a common complaint. A cat 
would sit and look at milk offered it, but would 
not touch it. Often there were no other symp- 
toms. In cases like that, ulcers near the tip of 
the tongue would be seen. He usually gave 1 gr. 
quinine pills. With reference to prolapse in dogs, 
after amputation he put the sutures in to over- 
lap. 

Mr. J. K. Bareman said he had not had many 
cases of enteritis in cats, but he had treated cases 
with quinine and hydrochloric acid dil. He 
thought invagination of the bowel was due to in- 
creased peristalsis. He was interested in the case 
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of a puppy killed by goitre (exhibited), for he had 
often had cases of goitre in puppies, and had 
treated with cod liver oil, with good results. He 
cited the case of a stoppage behind the heart in 
a dog. The dog was taken to Manchester for a 
radiograph to be taken. It was first of all given 
a good meal of bismuth, and by the time the plate 
had been developed the temperature of the dog had 
risen to 105 deg. He attempted to operate, but 
the dog died. He was very disappointed with the 
results of the radiograph, as it did not show the 
stoppage, which was revealed on post-mortem. 


Tue Repty. 


Captain Kirk, when called upon to reply, ex- 
pressed his appreciation of the interest shown, and 
his thanks to all those gentlemen who had risen 
to speak, and in particular was he indebted to Mr. 
Mayall for so ably opening the discussion. He 
agreed whole-heartedly with Mr. Mayall when 
the later stated that great damage was perpetrated 
by owners in giving their dogs ‘* quack ’’ nos- 
trums, although (apart from the humanitarian 
standpoint) he thought we had no cause to owe the 
makers of these medicines a grudge, since they were 
instrumental in keeping practitioners busy. _ Con- 
tinuing, Captain Kirk said, ‘‘ I know too well that 
great number of animals are killed annually by 
the administration of worm remedies and other 
medicines, owing mostly to the owners’ wrong 
diagnoses. It is remarkable what numbers of 
people become obsessed by the idea that their dogs 
have worms; often the symptoms exhibited by 
animals are due to enteritis, and the administration 
of a purgative in such circumstances would be most 
hazardous. You would be well advised to beware 
of giving podophyllin or,male fern to cats. The 
former will often set up sickness, colic, or enteri- 
tis, not uncommonly followed by death. Mr. 
Mayall deplores the difficulty of diagnosing in- 
vagination. TI agree with him. To those who do 
not take the utmost care in examination, or who do 
not suspect the possibility of such an occurrence, 
the real nature of the complaint may never be 


revealed. Exploratory laparotomy will most cer- 
tainly reveal the truth. [ will accept Mr. 
Mayall’s statement that water injected per 
rectum might eventually reach these parts, 


but it would be with absolutely no force, and 
would, therefore, be useless for the purpose of un- 
ravelling an invagination. I agree with Mr. 
Mayall that opium would be contra-indicated in a 
case of collapse, yet it must be remembered that 
many cases of collapse arise as a direct result of 
continued and excessive pain, which a narcotic 
(given early) may prevent. Collapse may fre- 
quently be guarded against by packing the dog 
around with hot water bottles, and by the injection 
of normal saline solution subcutaneously. In 
treating recurrent prolapse other than by amputa- 
tion, a state of narcosis is absolutely essential, so 
that peristalsis is reduced to a minimum. Mr. 
Mayall prefers silk sutures to catgut for bowel 
operations, and from the point of view of its ease 
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of manipulation, [| also prefer silk; but it is 
absorbed more quickly than catgut, and the latter 
is therefore recommended in all cases in which 
a sufficient length of time is required for adhesions 
or healing to take place.’ 

In reply to Mr. Ellis, Captain Kirk said he had 
not used pot. nit. for stomatitis in cats. He 
thought that of the potash salts, the chlorate would 
probably suggest itself to most people for sore 
throats and mouths, but he warned the Fellows that 
great care must be exercised in prescribing it for 
cats, upon which it exerted a toxic effect. The 
case referred to by Mr. Ellis in which there was con- 
solidation of the lungs, appeared to answer better 
the description of distemper, for it was common in 
that condition to have simultaneous lung and bowel 
lesions, 

Mr. New thought that the occurrence of in- 
vagination and prolapse in the same animal was 
rare. In Captain Kirk’s opinion the two condi- 
tions were very commonly simultaneous. In fact, 
whenever he encountered recurring prolapse he 
always suspected an accompanying invagination. 
In reply to a suggestion from Mr. New that intus- 
susception was rare in dogs, Captain Kirk thought 
that the rarity was more apparent than real, 
because it was so often not diagnosed. 

With regard to Mr. Edwards’ remarks about 
Dimol, the essayist informed him that this drug 
was obtainable as a syrup, powder, or pill. | Con- 
tinuing, he said, *‘ I have found Dimol to be of 
the greatest value in canine and feline practice ; 
in fact, it seems to be one of the few things that 
have any effect in specific enteritis of cats. There 
can be no doubt that any agent which will kill 
intestinal flora without being toxic to the animal, 
is bound to be of immense value in therapeutics. 
For excessive and obstinate diarrhoea, which other 
remedies such as opium, copper sulphate, or silver 
nitrate, ete., have entirely failed to influence, 
Dimol syrup combined with liquid paraffin in a 
gelatine capsule, has repeatedly proved _ its 
superiority. Paraffin itself is very soothing in 
bowel cases, but the combination is ideal. Dimol 
has such a disagreeable, nauseating taste that I 
give it always in capsule, a., fox-terrier receiving 
about 10 m. of the syrup in about 20 m. of paraffin 
three times daily. A cat would have half that 
quantity. I can hardly over-emphasise the neces- 
sity for bowel disinfection, for which purpose 
many veterinary surgeons employ salpl. For 
cats, however, salol is dangerous as, when _ it 
comes into contact with pancreatic juice, it is 
split up into salicylic and carbolic acids. It would 
require a dose of salol which would be toxic to 
the patient, to influence the intestinal flora. 

Capt. Wright spoke of worms as a_ possible 
cause of invagination and prolapse. They are, 
I suppose, a possible source of trouble, yet I do 
not consider that worms are responsible for half 
the illnesses which are attributed to them. There 
is no doubt that invagination results from in- 
creased or violent peristalsis in one portion of 
bowel combined with temporary paralysis of an 
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adjacent part, but it is difficult to believe that 
worms would set up such a disturbance. The fact 
that intestinal parasites may be found on post- 
mortem in cases of involution or prolapse, is no 
reason for assuming that they are responsible for 
those conditions.’’ 

Replying to Mr. Howe, Captain Kirk said he 
was not clear as to how 1 g. quinine pills could 
be beneficial for ulcerated mouth in cats, except 
through their general tonic and febrifuge effects. 
Quinine was, however, very useful in feline prac- 
tice. As regarded the overlapping of sutures in 
amputation of the rectum, he did not consider this 
was necessary. The sutures must be sufficiently 
close to ensure perfect contact of the severed edges 
of the bowel, but not so close as to cause them to 
slough out. 


Mr. Bateman had advocated HCl for mouth 
lesions, and in proper dilution it was no doubt very 
satisfactory. Captain Kirk, on the other hand, 
usually syringed the mouth with a solution of 
hydrogen peroxide, or a very weak solution of 
formalin. In connection with the goitre which 
had been exhibited, Mr. Bateman had suggested 
that such cases in puppies could be successfully 
treated with pot. iodide, the success of such treat- 
ment diminishing with advancing age of — the 
patient. The essayist, on several occasions, had 
also been able to reduce such swellings with pot. 
iodide, not only in young pups, but also in dogs 
over 12 months. In the case exhibited, however, 
the goitre had killed the puppy before treatment 
had been attempted. He was interested to hear 
Mr. Bateman’s remarks concerning bismuth 
meals for diagnostic purposes, particularly to hear 
that these had been given to dogs on several occa- 
sions with suecess. He had always considered 
bismuth meals as quite impracticable owing to the 
difficulty one’ must encounter in forcing a dog 
to swallow such a quantity of a material which 
was quite foreign to it. It was inconceivable to 
him that any dog would retain the meal even if in- 
duced to swallow it, for such patients were usually 
victims of nausea or sickness. 


Mr. Bateman mentioned having, under anes- 
thetic, performed cesophagotomy upon a dog when 
it had a temperature of 105 deg. Tt seemed to 
Captain Kirk that no other result than death could 
be expected from an operation in such circum- 
stances. He (the essayist) quite recently removed 
from a six-weeks’-old terrier puppy a piece of chop 
bone the size of a large walnut, which had become 
lodged in the cesophagus at the entrance to the 
thorax. The outstanding symptoms were: great 
uneasiness, gulping, whining, and the immediate 
return of everything the pup attempted to swallow. 
The cesophagus was not sutured, and_ resolution 
was rapid. 

Concluding, Captain Kirk said, ‘‘ I think T have 
now dealt with every point which has been raised 
in the discussion, and can only again thank vou 
for the kind way in which you have received me 
in your midst,’’ 


At the conclusion of his paper, Captain Kirk 
exhibited a large trayful of morbid specimens, 
which included an ileo-colic invagination from a 
cat; a jejuno-ileic invagination from au Alsatian 
puppy; and a duodeno-gastric invagination from a 
fox-terrier 25 years old. The last named was of 
special interest, and had been described by Pro- 
fessor Woolridge as quite unique in his experi- 
ence. A radiograph was also shown, depicting a 
needle in the bowel of a Sealyham. Then 
ensued a short discussion on the value of radio- 
graphy in diagnosis. 


Sir Daniel Hall on Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


(REPRINTED FROM The Times, JANUARY 1925. 


“The last few years have been marked by repeated 
invasions of foot-and-mouth disease, some of which have 
been followed by widespread extensions approaching the 
character of a pestilence. 

“So many have heen the speculations about the origins 
of these attacks that it may not be inopportune to review 
the evidence, obscure and baffling as it is, regarding the 
means by which the disease is communicated. The disease 
is caused by an agent, unknown in the sense that it has 
never heen isolated, cultivated, or seen, but which may be 
presumed to belong to the group of ultra-microscopic 
filter-passing organisms such as are associated with 
scarlet fever in human beings and distemper in dogs. 
It is lavishly disseminated by the infected animal, it is 
evidently carried with extreme readiness, and so susceptible 
are the ordinary stock of northern countries that contagion 
spreads with amazing jumps and incredible rapidity. 
How long and under what conditions the virus retains 
its activity is still uncertain. 

“The disease is as permanently established in many 
countries as common colds are amongst human beings ; 
throughout Middle Europe it is endemic and flares up at 
intervals much as influenza does. In the countries nearest 
tous---France, Belgium and Holland--the disease is always 
alive, though it varies greatly in its extension. It may be 
taken that our invasions come from outside, and whenever 
the disease becomes widespread on the Continent some of 
the infection is carried here. England as the nearest 
suffers most, Scotland and Ireland are more rarely attacked. 

* Qur normal procedure on invasion is to slaughter all 
infected animals and contacts and to stop all movements of 
stock. This action is effective if an early intimation of the 
infection has been received; in 175 cases of supposed 
initial invasion since the War all spread was checked in 
71 cases. But, if by ignorance or design, the infection is 
not reported early and movements of men and animals 
take place to and from the focus of contagion, a chain of 
outbreaks may be started. Worst of all, infectious animals 
may be sent to market,whereupon the contagion gets into 
the stream of animals moving from market to market ; 
railway trucks and sidings become infected and a great 
epidemic is set up, like that of 1922, when 1,100 outbreaks 
in the North of England followed upon one invasion of Hull 
and Newcastle markets, and that of 1923, when over 2,000 
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cases developed from the trucking of one lot of animals 
from Fleetwood to Crewe. 


THE DANGER Porny. 


“ The initial invasions, then, constitute the danger point; 
they come from outside the country ; but how do they 
come ? During the nine years down to the end of 1910 
there were but three invasions in all, then invasions began 
to recur, to cease again almost entirely during the four war 
years 1915-18, but to resume afterwards at an alarming 
rate. The actual numbers can be compared with the 
numbers of cases reported in Holland during the same 
years, as an index of the prevalence of the disease on the 
Continent :--- 

Number of initial” 
outbreaks of — foot-Number of outbreaks 


— and-mouth disease in of foot-and-mouth 
Great Britain. disease in Holland. 
1910 4 
1911 70,448 
1912 12 305 
1913 2 54 
1914 7 205 
1915 1 1,519 
1916 1 197 
1917 — 15 
1918 1 1,278 
1919 14 31,624 
1920 27 52,936 
1921 s 684 
1922 a 5 325 
1925 73t 9,190 
1924 | 30* 88,930 


t From January 1, 1923, to May 31, 1924. 
* From June 1, 1924. 

‘These figures make clear that our liability to invasion 
varies with the intensity of the disease across the Channel, 
but our immunity during the War, when the transit of 
materials from the Continent was almost entirely suspended 
is some indication that infection is carried by an article of 
commerce. 

“If the initial outbreaks are grouped according to 
month and locality we find that the dangerous period is the 
five months October-February, during which period 
approximately 70 per cent. of the “initial” outbreaks 
since 1918 have occurred. 

* As far as locality goes, Kent with 15 attacks is specially 
subject to invasion, chiefly piled up from Chatham round 
the coast and inland to Ashford. Another dangerous area 
is the neighbourhood of Hull and Grimsby, with 12 attacks, 
and the only other localities showing any special density 
are the Metropolitan area (12), Liverpool and Birkenhead 
(10), Bristol (8), and Norfolk (8). Cornwall has been 
untouched, Devon shows three cases only, Wales has only 
experienced one or two cases near the Bristol Channel 
and again near the north coast. The Midlands are some- 
what indiscriminately peppered, but it may be doubted 
whether the majority of the Midland cases were primary 
rather than derivative from some untraced source already 
in the country. Ireland has been free of the disease since 
1921, but Irish stores and other cattle moving from market 
to market are dangerous sources of communication, 
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and many of the cases, set down as initial invasions for 
want of any clue, arose in Irish and other travelled stock. 


SUSPECTED AGENCIES. 

“Let us now examine the agencies of communication 
that have been suspected. Attention is naturally turned 
te hay and straw used for packing (the import of hay or 
straw as such is prohibited). Yet in only one case has 
packing straw been traced on premises where an “ initial ’’ 
outbreak has occurred. If packing material regularly 
carried infection one would expect cases to be piled up in 
the Metropolitan area and around towns doing an em- 
porium trade, so that the evidence against hay and straw 
must be regarded as weak. 

“Tt has been suggested that motor-cars coming from the 
Continent may bring infected mud or dust. In that case 
attacks would be frequent along the roads leading from 
Folkestone, Newhaven and Southampton. In summer 
about eight cars a day enter the country via Dover, three 
via Folkestone, two via Newhaven, and six via Southamp- 
ton. Yet initial invasions are rare in Sussex or Hampshire, 
and only one of the Kent out breaks was on a farm adjacent 
to one of the great trunk roads. Indeed, this feature is 
general ; the great majority of initial outbreaks occurred 
on farms that are not on the main lines of communication 
either by road or rail, on farms remote from the streams of 
traffic, so that the ordinary come and go of human beings 
and merchandise does not appear to be implicated. In- 
stances can be picked out of an attack upon an utterly 
isolated farm, having little intercourse with neighbours, 
and purchasing no feeding-stuffs. 

* No correlation can be traced between the incidence of 
disease and the use of imported maize, barley, cakes and 
other feeding-stuffs, especially when one considers how 
widely they are employed. On the other hand, there is 
throughout the series a recurrence of cases where food 
refuse from hotels, restaurants, and the like was being fed, 
and in several instances it was definitely established 
the the refuse included uncooked remnants of foreign 
vegetables and meat. No direct evidence against these 
materials has yet been obtained, but attempts to test them 
resemble the sampling of a haystack for a possible needle. 
But the closest searching of the evidence reveals no 
material more suspect. 

‘Much attention has been given to the possibility of 
‘carriers ’-—i.e., agents which are suffering from the 
disease but are not visibly affected by it, yet can com- 
municate the infection. ‘There were suspicions of such a 
carrier, possibly even a human one, in the store cattle 
trade during the great epidemic of 1922, but it- remained 
no more than a suspicion. It has proved so difficult to 
infect rats or mice experimentally that they, like foxes or 
dogs, may be absolved. On the other hand, the recur- 
rence of disease among pigs, among which animals it may 
more easily escape observation, has led one at times to 
suspect that some permanent centre of disease existed 
from which there were from time to time escapes. 

‘“* Of non-human channels, the migration of birds has been 
examined in considerable detail. ..The air may be one 
source, but trade is certainly another, and our suscepti- 
bility to invasion is, beyond doubt, one of the penalties 
we have to pay for the extent of our commerce and our 
dependence upon imports.” 
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N.V.M.A. MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


The recent quarterly meeting of Council of the 
Association affords ample and striking evidence of 
the increasing amount and importance of the work 
which has to be dealt with. The large attendance 
of members indicates that the value of the work 
to the profession is duly appreciated, especially 
when it is realised that they journey at great per- 
sonal expense, and sometimes inconvenience, from 
all quarters of the British Isles. The steady 
increase in membership cannot fail to be most 
encouraging to those who are endeavouring to 
develop the activities of the Association. 

In July last there were 1,518 members, and at 
the beginning of this year the number had in- 
creased to 1,550, despite the regrettable loss by 
death or resignation of 21. As is well known the 
vast majority of the work of Associations such as 
the ‘* National’’ is carried out by the various 
standing committees, and the report clearly shows 
that our committees are functioning as_ they 
should, and that they are fully alive to the respon- 
sibilities which are theirs. The steps which have 
heen taken by the Appointments, Organising, and 
Parliamentary Committees, although summarised, 
are of considerable importance, and exhibit a com- 
prehensive knowledge of the requirements of The 
profession. ‘The report of the Finance Committee 
and the staternent by the Hon. Treasurer inculcate 
a feeling of confidence and satisfaction. 

The replies which have been received from the 
Ministries of Health and Agriculture, although 
satisfactory so far as they go, seem to emphasise 
the necessity of ensuring that in any future legis- 
lation in connection with the Public Health Acts, 
the Association must see to it that the position 
of the veterinary surgeon is definitely and 
adequately established. It is useless to expect 
any alteration of status in regulations which are 
made under the Act, unless the necessary pro- 
vision for such alteration exists. 

The report of the deputation to the Scottish 
Board of Health regarding the salaries paid to whole- 
time veterinary officers who hold responsible posi- 
tions is of considerable interest. If, as was con- 
tended by the representatives of the Board, the 
creation of new posts is having the effect of intro- 
ducing a system of veterinary inspection in districts 
in which it had not previously existed in any form, 
it must be regarded as a step in the right direction. 
Although the recommendations of the Association are 
not fully met, it appears to be highly probable that 
when opportunity offers there will be further im- 
provements. The question of veterinary inspec- 
tors acting as _ assistant sanitary inspectors 
was gone into very carefully, and the protest which 
was made by the deputation seems to have had the 
desired effect. The matters laid before the Council 
by the deputation from the part-time inspectors in 
Scotland regarding appointments under the Milk and 
Dairies (Scotland) Act, were fully gone into, and as 
a result steps are being taken by the Association to 
deal with the points which were raised. A review of 
the business which was dealt with by the Council 
conveys an impression of purposeful endeavour, 


CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 


Hyperpyrexia in a Dairy Cow. 


By W. E. Briackwe tt, M.R.C.V.S., Towcester. 


Subject—An aged white dairy cow. 

History.—1 was attending another cow at this farm 
when my client asked me if I would examine the sub- 
ject of this record. She had been in his possession 
seven days, during which time she had been apparently 
quite all right. 

He purchased her from a dealer and, at the period 
of purchase, she was in poor condition. In her new 
home, however, she had improved very much and at 
the time of my examination of her she was looking well 
and Had given five gallons of milk the previous day ; 
in fact, that same morning of January 29th, 1925, 
she had given nearly three gallons. 

She was turned out with the others in the yard 
after milking, as usual, and was brought in again at 
10-15, when the cowman noticed she was not right. 
The onset of the symptoms was, therefore, quite 
sudden. 

Symptoms.--Temperature 108°. This rather startled 
me. In twenty years experience of cattle practice 
I do not remember seeing a bovine animal of any sort 
with a temperature so high as that. 

The respirations were hurried and shallow and she 
was foaming slightly at the mouth, which she opened 
very frequently, and, protruding the tongue in a 
contracted state, emitted a short, soft cough, as 
though she felt some irritation in her throat. There 
was no gulping. She showed no sign of pain when I 
manipulated her throat, and down the course of the 
gullet ; in fact, I could not detect any evidence of pain 
any where. 

I attempted to drench her with half-a-pint of 
linseed oil. She had much difficulty in swallowing 
this, although it was given to her in small quantities. 
There was frequent regurgitation, accompanied by 
protrusion of the tongue and coughing. After this, 
I manipulated the throat and gullet again, and on this 
occasion she showed pain and stretched her neck out. 
The horns and ears were cold. 

Diagnosis.—Very cautious. I did not know what to 
say. I contented myself by stating a very obvious 
fact which nobody could deny, that the cow would 
not live long with a temperature like that. I gave her 
twenty-four hours and expressed the opinion, before 
I left, that it looked to me like a case of “ traumatic ” 
something, but I knew not what. I see by my notes 
of the case, taken at the time, that I said the cow 
laid her ears back, and looked like one that had 
been choked by drenching. The owner said, however, 
that she had not had a drench, and that seemed to 
negative any such estimate of her present trouble. 

Course of the disease.-At 6-30 the same evening, 
the owner rang me up and told me her temperature 
had gone down to 105°, and that she was breathing 
more easily. 
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January 30th (next day) —Temperature 107.5°, 
eyes sunken, respirations as at first, cold horns and 
ears. She had passed small quantities of feces ; 
“ going out with the tide.” 


January 31st.—Down. Unable to rise. Rapidly 


sinking. Died during afternoon. 


Autopsy.—1 attended on February Ist. at 10-30 
a.m. An expert knackerman had been sent for, and 
1 was very pleased with the skilful way in which he 
dissected out all the diseased parts and exposed them 
for my inspection. 


The larynx, trachea and right bronchus and the 
anterior third of the right lung were in a state of 
secondary gangrene. The colour of these organs was 
dark-greenish-black, which gradually paled as one 
looked backwards over the middle and_ posterior 
thirds of the lung. 


There was about one gallon of septic, blood-stained, 
offensive fluid in the right thorax. The left bronchus 
and lung were normal, though the lung was some- 
what pale. 


Conclusions. --There was no doubt in my own mind, 
after seeing these things, that the death of this cow 
had been brought about by the act of drenching. 
While I was in the house explaining these post-mortem 
appearances to the owner, the slaughterman was 
speaking in confidence to one of the owner’s sons, 
who had remained with him. I afterwards learned 
that he said to the ‘son, “* Don’t say as I said anythin’ 
will yer ? But what have you been a-givin’ on her, 
you've choken her, sure enough.” He was an old 
man, and no doubt he had seen many cases of the sort. 


The tale told by these organs was clear enough, 
and the owner and | then proceeded to question the 
cowman, who had brought the poor beast from the 
dealer’s place. 1 asked him if the cow coughed at all 
when he was bringing her home, and he replied, ** She 
did nothin’ else all the way, and hung her old tongue 
out.” 


Remarks.-\t was a surprise to me when [ realised 
that this cow had been drenched, after all, probably 
by the dealer, before leaving his premises ten days 
earlier, and that for seven days after the drenching 
she had milked wonderfully well, improved greatly 
in condition, and shown no sign whatsoever that she 
was the subject of an impending and fatal illness. 
Although I have met with and recorded several cases 
of deaths from choking, I never thought that this 
case could be due to that cause when the owner had 
informed me that the cow had never had a drench of 
any sort during the time she had been in his possession. 
1 wrote out a certificate incorporating my findings, 
and expressing my opinion as to the cause of death. 
Armed with this, the owner tackled the dealer, and 
asked him to refund some of the purchase money, 
but the dealer declined and said that the cow was 
all right when she left his premises, although he did 
not deny that he had drenched her, probably with 
linseed oil. 


Recurrent Milk Fever. 


By Carrer Armstrong, M.R.C.V.S., Clifton. 


Subject. A nine-year-old pedigree Jersey, a four 
gallon cow, with butter fat test, 6-7 per cent. 

This animal calved on January 3rd this year, this 
being her eighth calf. 

I attended her for typical milk fever on the 4th inst., 
Schmidt's udder inflation being the treatment em- 
ployed. 

On the morning of the 5th inst. she was on her feet 
and cudding. 

On the night of the 5th L attended her again for 
milk fever, applying the same treatment. 

During the whole of the 6th inst. she remained 
in the recumbent position, and drenches of nux. vom. 
were administered. 

On the morning of the 7th inst., she was again on 
her feet- all organs functioning normally. 

I received another call on the morning of the 17th 
inst., and on my arrival at 11 a.m., found the cow again 
down and showing typical symptoms of milk fever. 
Tympany, however, was marked, rigors of the head 
and neck were pronounced, the extremities were very 
cold and the heart beats were audible. 

A grain of strychnine was injected hypodermically 
and the udder inflated. 
~ At 7 p.m. the animal was still in the recumbent 
position, but cudding had returned. On my _ visit 
on the morning of the 18th inst. [ found her up and 
normal, 

The interesting feature of the case, to my mind, 
was the unusually long interval between the second 
and third attacks. 


ABSTRACT. 


Anthrax in Germany. 


The following figures show the numbers of cases of 
anthrax which occurred in Germany just prior to, 


during, and after the war. “° 

Year. Horses. Cattle. Sheep. (Goats. Pigs. 
1913 97 4,498 207 21 1,993 
1914 4,218 192 8 2,706 
1915 sci. 2,077 194 2 112 
1916 1,973 224 133 
1917 13 1,064 254 5 34 
1918 “ we 826 119 5 30 
1919 nm 600 79 2 47 
1920 a 699 65 6 49 
1921 19 943 282 18 53 


In searching for the reason of the dimunition of 
cases during the war, it seems proved that it was due 
to cessation of imported vegetable and animal products 
capable of conveying the virus of anthrax. 

In the first line of those materials may be placed 
hides, bones and bone-meal; in the second line, 
barley, bran and other foods. Vegetable products 
do not contain the virus of anthrax, but they can be 
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infected by being in contact with virulent animal 
material or arriving from infected ground. It is 
very exceptional and difficult to prove that foods are 
infected, and they play a decidedly secondary factor 
as conveyors of virus compared with hides, bones 
and bone-meal. 

Since bone-meal has been used as food for pigs, 
the number of anthrax cases amongst those animals 
has considerably increased. Elsasser, Siebel and 
Glage have demonstrated the presence of anthrax 
bacilli in ground bones imported from India. 

Proof that anthrax amongst our domesticated 
animals is, in the majority of cases, imported, is 
supported by the additional fact that during the war 
cases of the disease in men were considerably 
diminished. There seems no doubt that the principal 
source of anthrax infection in man is the handling 
of imported products for, in the port of Hamburg, 
nearly every case of the disease which occurred 
amongst workmen was amongst those employed 
in the handling of leather, hides, etc. 

From the second year of the block placed on goods 
passing into Germany the number of anthrax cases 
in man fell from twenty to three and from 1016, when 
submarines were very active everywhere, only one 
case per year occurred in man. 

The importation of foreign hides began again 
after the Armistice and cases of anthrax at once 
showed an increase, and in 1923 the figures were 
nearly equal to those prior to the war. 

(Zeitschrift fiir Fleisch- und Milch-hygiene, October, 

1924). 


Army Veterinary Service. 


MOovEs OF OFFICERS. 


The following are the recent moves of officers of the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps :— 

Lieut.-Col. G. P. Knott, O.B.E., and Major G. A. Kelly, 
sailed for India on the 15th December, 1925, for a tour of 
foreign service. 

Lieutenant J. F. L. Taylor and P. C. W. Creagh pro- 
ceeded to Woolwich on the 30th December, 1925, in cgon- 
tinuation of their probationary training. 

Major J. Harrison proceeded to Belfast for duty on the 
4th January, 1926. 

Major F. J. Weir proceeded to the Rhine for duty, on the 
7th January, 1926. 

Captain W. E. Barry sailed for India on the 8th January, 
1926, for a tour of foreign service. 

Major E. Hearne, O.B.E., was posted from Aldershot to 
Larkhill for duty, on the 12th January, 1926. 

Major J. R. Steevenson, D.S.O., sailed for Malta on the 
15th January, 1926, for a tour of foreign service. 

Captain J. J. Hegarty, who is serving with the Indian 
Continuous Service Cadre of the R.A.V.C., is at present on 
sick leave in Ireland. 

Captain R. T. Smith is being restored to the British 
Establishment, from the Sudan Defence Force, with effect 
from the 19th January, 1926, and has been posted to 
Aldershot for duty. 
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National Veterinary Medical Association. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 

A quarterly meeting of Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland was held at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, January 6th, 1926. 

The President (Professor J. B. Buxton) occupied 
the chair, and the attendance book was also signed 
by the following :—Messrs. J. J. Aveston, Dr. 0. Char- 
nock Bradley, Major R. Catmur, J. Clarkson, J. C. 
Coleman, Professor J. F. Craig, Major G. W. Dunkin, 
F. L. Gooch, A. Gofton, H. P. Hogben, R. Hughes, 
Captain H. Kirk, J. 8. Lloyd, J. F. Macdonald, G. P. 
Male, C. Masson, J. McKinna, J. W. McIntosh, Major- 
General Sir John Moore, R. B. Nelder, W. 8S. Petrie, 
W. D. Rees, J. R. Rider, H. L. Roberts, J. Willett, 
Colonel W. A. Wood, together with Mr. E. Alfred 
West (Hon. Treasurer) and Mr. H. J. Dawes (Hon. 
Secretary) ; also by invitation of the Council, Mr. 
W. F. Aston, Major P. J. Simpson end Professor G. 
H. Wooldridge, 

The Prestpent: In the first place, gentlemen, 
may I wish you all a very happy and prosperous 
New Year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting of Council, 
which had been published in the Record, were taken 
as read, and were confirmed and signed. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

|. Apologies for absence.-Apologies for inability 
to attend the meeting were announced from Messrs. 
Hugh Begg, W. H. Brooks, J. H. Carter, Major 
W. J. B. DeVine, Captain J. Facer, Captain O. V. 
Gunning, J. Ewing Johnston, Captain N. H. Mac- 
Alister, Major H. Peele, Captain H. C. Rockett, Mr. 
H. W. Robson and Mr. W. Shipley. 

2. From the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
containing the information that the Ministry’s 
Diseases of Animals Branch Circular Letter No. 18 
merely covers the issue of the Tuberculosis Order of 
1925 (2) and the term “ competent officer” in that 
letter is taken from the text of that Order; that the 
words relate to an officer competent to act under the 
Public Health Acts which are administered under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Health and that refer- 
ence might be made to that department for a definition 
of the term. 

3. From the Ministry of Health, stating that the 
words ‘competent officer,” which appeared in the 
department’s Circular 616, must be read by reference 
to the Tuberculosis Order of 1925 (2), where the full 
expression used is “the Medical Officer of Health or 
other competent officer of the authority having, 
under the Acts relating to public health or any local 
act, power to inspect and examine meat intended for 
human consumption”; also, that the expression is 
substantially identical with the definition of ‘‘ Inspec- 
tor” in the Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924, 
and should be construed as applying to the same 
persons, and that consequently, where a local authority 
have appointed a veterinary surgeon as meat inspector, 
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his permission would be effective for the purposes 
specified in the circular. 

The Presipent: I think, gentlemen, you will 
probably agree that these letters leave us where we 
were before and that one Ministry has referred us to 
the other, but that probably the reason for our having 
sent our communications is answered. 

4. From the Acting Secretary of the International 
Dairy Congress, conveying the information that the 
question of holding the Congress in 1928 would be 
gone into afresh, at the instance of the British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association, and that the Nucleus Organising 
Committee was disbanded. 

The Prestpent: This letter does not appear to 
call for any action at the moment. 

Professor WooLDRIDGE: May I ask if, in the event 
of the British Dairy Farmers’ Association deciding to 
organise such a conference, it would be the desire of 
this Association to countenance it and assist it in any 
way ? 

The Presipentr: | think we might be wise to wait 
until the matter arises. We are certainly sym- 
pathetic. 

5. From Sir Stewart Stockman and Colonel J. W. 
Brittlebank, requesting to be excused from service 
on certain committees of the Association to which 
they had been elected as members. 

It was agreed that the names of these gentlemen 
be removed from the committees concerned. 

6. From the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, inviting the Association to appoint delegates 
to the Imperial Conference of the Institute to be held 
in London from July 5th to LOth, in celebration of 
its Jubilee. 

Consideration of this matter was deferred to the 
next meeting. 

7. From the Secretary of the National Clean Milk 
Society, inviting the Association to send representa- 
tives to a meeting to be held at 3 Bedford Square, 
W.C.1, at 2-30 p.m., on Tuesday, February 23rd, 
for the purpose of discussing arrangements for the 
holding of a Conference to consider the actual con- 
dition of the national milk supply, and what steps 
should be taken to bring about any improvement 
that may be deemed necessary. 

On the proposition of Mr. Rosperts, seconded by 
Mr. MALg, it was agreed that delegates be sent, and 
the Council elected the President and Mr. Male to 
act as representatives, 

8. From the Chairman of Ewart Watson Exhibi- 
tions Ltd., enclosing a memorandum relative to the 
Nation’s Health Exhibition to be held in Leicester 
from the 12th to the 22nd May, 1926, and inviting 
the Association to send delegates to a preliminary 
Conference at Westminster Central Hall, on December 
17th. 

The Secretary reported that it had not been found 
possible to arrange for anyone to attend the pre- 
liminary Conference. 

The Prestpent: | think one should point out that 
this is really a commercial proposition, and not at all 
on all fours with those we have previously considered. 


It was agreed that no action be taken. 

9. From the Hon. Secretary of the Provisional 
Committee enclosing minutes of a meeting of the 
Provisional Committee held on November 4th, and 
suggesting that the Council might select five or six 
papers for the Dublin Congress from amongst the 
large number suggested, and stating that, before 
finally deciding on the papers and their authors, it 
was resolved to write to Professors Bang, Guerin and 
Neilsen, and Dr. Maurice Hall, to invite them to 
attend the Congress and present papers, and to await 
their replies. 


The Prestpent: This is rather a departure from 
the ordinary procedure and you will probably not 
wish to take the responsibility with regard to matters 
which are specifically the business of the Provisional 
Committee. In past years we have been particularly 
careful in no way to encroach upon these duties. 


Professor J. F. Crate: We have got going in 
Dublin (hear, hear), but we have not finally arranged 
the papers. Naturally what we do will be subject 
to the approval of the Council of the ‘ National,” 
but we have written to certain authorities outside 
the British Isles in order to find out if we could 
induce them to come over to the Congress to present 
papers. Some of them have taken some time to 
reply, so that is the reason why we are not as far 
forward as we would have been. ‘The gentlemen to 
whom we have written are Dr. B. Bang, of Copen- 
hagen, Dr. Guerin, Dr. Maurice D. Hall and Professor 
Folmer Neilsen. With the exception of Professor 
Neilsen, they have all found themselves unable to 
attend. I think we shall be glad to accept the offer 
of Professor Neilsen because we had a very good 
demonstration from him at Aberdeen, and I think 
a similar demonstration in Dublin would be highly 
desirable (applause). There was another paper that 
was suggested, to be given by either Professor Mar- 
shall or Mr. Hammond, of Cambridge, on * The 
Physiology of Reproduction,” and the matter was 
left in the hands of the President to see if he could 
prevail upon one of these gentlemen to attend the 
Congress and present the paper. Perhaps he will be 
able to tell us how matters stdnd. 


The Prestpent: A week or so ago I wrote to the 
Secretary of the Provisional Committee and pointed 
out that Professor Marshall was unable to supply us 
with it, but that he would see what Mc Hammond 
could do. 1 think it is evident that these matters 
can confidently be left in the hands of the Provisional 
Committee. | take it that there is no improvement 
which can be suggested on the very excellent scope 
which has been adopted by the Committee. 


10. From Messrs. J. G. Quinn (Glasgow), L. B. A.. 
Grace (Glasgow), Brigadier-General G. M. Williams 
(Fleet), R. Mason (Coxwold), D. 8. Prentice (Co. 
Dublin), G. Parr (Parkstone), E. A. P. White (Car- 
lingford), W. Chambers (Dundalk), H. H. Worrow 
(London), and T. W. E. Pugh (Sevenoaks), intimating 
their intention of resigning membership of the Asso- 
ciation. 
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The Prestpent: At this time of the year our 
membership roll is always subject to some slight 
reduction for reasons which vary in nature, but 
reflect no discredit on the Association. 

The Secrerary outlined the reasons stated in 
such cases as they had been supplied. 

Professor Woo.tpripGe: I wonder if any pressure 
could be brought to bear upon Mr. Prentice to con- 
tinue his membership for the coming year at least, 
in view of the fact that the Annual Meeting is being 
held in Ireland. 

The Prestpent: I may say that all these gentlemen 
have been written to urging them to reconsider their 
decision. 

The Secretary read a letter which had been 
further received from Mr. Prentice, expressing appre- 
ciation of the tone of the appeal made to him to retain 
his membership, but his inability to accede to it. 

Professor Craig: I have seen Mr. Prentice on 
several occasions and urged him not to take that 
course, but he would not yield to all my arguments 
and endeavours to dissuade him. 

The Council accepted the resignations with regret. 

11. The Secretary: I have to report that in 
response to the President’s suggestion that Divisions 
should subscribe the sum of £2 towards the cost of 
a link in the Presidential Chain of Office, a cheque 
for this amount has been received from the following 
Divisions of the Association :—Scottish Metropolitan, 
Western Counties, Dumfries and Galloway, Royal 
Counties, Lancashire, North of England, North Wales, 
and North of Ireland ; the Midland Counties Division 
have sent two guineas, and the Mid-West and South 
Wales Division and the Southern Counties Division 
have promised to subscribe and to send their cheques 
shortly. It is expected that the other Divisions will 
fall in with the suggestion. 

Representatives of the Central, Eastern Counties, 
North Midland and Yorkshire Divisions rose to say 
that the Council could rest assured of the hearty 
co-operation of their respective Divisions in this 
matter. 

Professor Craig : I do not remember this invitation 
being received by the Veterinary Medical Association 
of Ireland. 1 am sure they would not like to be left 
out of it. 

The Presipent: I am sure that you will all agree 
that we were entitled to use a little intelligent anticipa- 
tion (laughter), and we have the chain, with the names 
of all the Divisions engraved on their respective links 
(applause). It is most gratifying that we should 
have had the response that we did have, and I feel 
certain that you will concur with my view that it 
represents an extremely nice sentiment (hear, hear). 

Various other items of correspondence were read 
and dealt with. 

New Members.—The names of the following gentle- 
men, who had fulfilled the requirements of member- 
ship, were down on the agenda for election as members 
of the Association :—-Messrs. A. H. Adams (Louth), 
F. Booth (Old Colwyn), A. T. Crowther (Deal), J. 


Harrison (Farnborough), J. H. M. Hughes (Omagh), 
T. McWilliam (Inchture), T. J. Maguire (Ederney), 
W. A. R. Ogilvie (Dingwall), and H. 8. Wright (High 
Wycombe). 

The Secretary: Since the issue of the Notice of 
Meeting, the following gentlemen have duly filled in 
nomination forms for election to membership and 
have paid their subscriptions :—Messrs. W. James 
(Lanybuther), J. Hill (Ballyarnott), J. S. Wood 
(Parkstone), J. M. Buchanan (Glasgow), A. F. Good 
(Mountain Ash), R. J. P. Watson (Ministry of Agricul- 
ture), F. T. Blakemore (Hyde), G. K. Fenn-Smith 
(London), 8. A. Datta (Assam), R. I. Smith Leask 
(Largs), J. M. Culhane (Nyasaland), and C. Weighton 
(Arbroath). 

The Prestpent: I think you will agree that this, 
again, is extremely satisfactory (applause). All the 
application forms are in order and I take it that 
somebody will move the election of these gentlemen. 

Colonel Younc moved, and Mr. seconded 
accordingly, and the elections were unanimously 
made. 


REPoRtTS OF COMMITTEES. 


APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE. 


Mr. A. Gorton (Chairman) read the following report 
of this Committee :-—- 

A meeting of this Committee was held at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons this morning. 

Mr. Arthur Gofton was appointed Chairman of this 
Committee. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
signed as correct. 

The Secretary reported the action taken in regard to the 
appointment of a whole-time veterinary inspector for the 
Kirkcudbright County Council concerning which a resolu- 
tion had been received from the Dumfries and Galloway 
Division. He also submitted correspondence which had 
passed between himself and Captain N. H. MacAlister 
and the Clerk to the Council. 

It was resolved that the action taken be approved and 
that the matter be kept under observation. 


Mr. A. Gorron: I beg to move the reception and 
adoption of this report. The appointment to which 
reference is made therein is one which was offered at 
a salary which we considered to be too low and the 
conditions attaching to which we thought were not 
desirable. We heard that the matter was coming 
up again for consideration by the County Council and 
we took the opportunity of writing to the Clerk of the 
Kirkcudbright County Council, and also to the Clerks 
of the District Committees pointing out that the 
salary and conditions of appointment were not in 
accordance with the responsibilities attaching to the 
post. We have reason to believe that those repre- 
sentations will meet with favourable consideration 
by the County Council (applause). 

Mr. J. WiLLerr seconded the motion for the recep- 
tion and adoption of the report and it was carried 
unanimously. 
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ORGANISING COMMITTEE. 


Dr. O. C. Brapiey (Chairman) read the following 
report of this Committee and moved its reception 
and adoption :— 

This Committee met in this room this morning, when 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley was re-appointed Chairman. 

The minutes of the previous meeting and those of the 
Clinical Prize Scheme Sub-Committee were read and 
signed as correct. 

Arising out of the minutes, it was agreed that the pro- 
posals submitted by Captain W. Hamilton Kirk in regard 
to the functions of the Committee be circulated to all 
the members of the Committee without delay. 

A communication was read from Major E. W. Oliver, 
M.R.C.V.S., drawing attention to certain activities of the 
People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals of the Poor, to which 
he felt that exception should be taken. The Secretary was 
instructed to write to the Federation of Medical and 
Allied Services requesting that our representative on the 
Council of this body should be informed of the date of 
their next meeting, as our representative has information 
which he wishes to place before them. It was further 
decided that Professor Buxton, Captain Kirk and the 
Chairman of the Committee should be empowered to take 
such action as is necessary. 

it was agreed to request the Presidents and Secretaries 
of Branches and Divisions of the Association to confer 
with a view to the arrangement of Branch Meetings. 

It was decided to forward particulars of the Clinical 
Prize Scheme to the Principals of the Colleges with the 
request that each should bring the matter to the notice of 
students eligible to compete. The following gentlemen 
were, subject to consent, appointed Assessors under the 
Scheme, Mr. §. H. Slocock to be asked to act in the event 
of a refusal being received from one of the Assessors : 
F. T. Harvey, F.R.C.V.S.; P. J. Howard, M.R.C.VS. ; 
D. Imrie, M.R.C.V.S. 

Professor Wooupripce: The Chairman of the 
Committee was included in the small Committee to 
take such action as is necessary in connection with 
the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals of the 
Poor. I second, subject to that alteration. 

The report was received and adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


The PResipENT, as Chairman of this Committee, 
submitted the following report, and moved its recep- 
tion and adoption :— 


At a meeting of this Committee, held at 10 Red Lion. 


Square, this morning, Professor J. B. Buxton was appointed 
Chairman. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and signed 
as correct after affecting the following alterations :— 

For Contagious Diseases of Animals Acts in para. V, 
read: Diseases of Animals Acts. 

In para. VII for Diseases of Animals Acts, read: Milk 
and Dairies Acts. 


Mr. A. Gorron seconded the motion, which was 
agreed. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. J. W. McInrosu (Chairman) read the following 
report 


This Committee has held three meetings and has re- 
appointed Mr. J. W. McIntosh to the Chair. 

The Committee has authorised the transfer of £500 
from the Deposit Account to the General Account of 
the Association, and also the investment by the ‘Treasurer 
on behalf of the Association, of £500 in the purchase of 
24 per cent. Consolidated Stock. 

Acting upon instructions from the Council, consideration 
has been given to the claim of the Inspector of Taxes for 
the payment of Income Tax on profits stated to have been 
made from the sales of the Veterinary Record to non- 
members. It was decided to take Counsel’s opinion on 
this question. 

At the last meeting of the Committee, held this morning, 
the Solicitor reported the result of an interview with the 
Inspector of Taxes obtained by Mr. Wykes and himself. 
The Solicitor was thanked for his services in the matter, 
and it was agreed to leave the matter in his hands. 

Authority has been given for the taking out of a Collec- 
tive Fidelity Guarantee Policy to cover the office staff. 

A grant of £20 has been made to the Local Secretary 
of the Provisional Committee to enable him to open an 
account at the local bank for the purpose of defraying 
preliminary expenses incurred by him in connection with 
the Dublin Congress. 

The Committee determined that no provision be made 
for the payment by the Association of travelling and other 
expenses incurred by foreign guests invited to attend the 
Annual Congress, 1926. 

Upon the receipt of a recommendation from the Editorial 
Committee that the contract with Messrs. Hudson and Son, 
for the printing of the Veterinary Record be continued 
for a further period of two years as from the Istfof January, 
1926, the discount be increased by 5 per cent. (making it 
10 per cent. in place of the present 5 per cent.), it was 
resolved to recommend to the Council that the contract be 
renewed on these terms. 

Application having been received from a member 
in Ireland that his arrears of subscriptions for the years 
1924 and 1925 be cancelled in view of straightened financial 
circumstances, and that he be allowed to re-join the 
Association as from Ist January, 1926, it was decided to 
refer the matter to the Council for consideration. 

The Committee received fronf the President a sketch 
of the proposed links in 9-carat gold for the new Chain of 
Office. The design was approved. 

The Committee decided to recommend that Messrs. 
Fowler, Langley and Wright, the Association’s Solicitors, 
be paid a retaining fee of fifty guineas for the ensuing 
year under the conditions set forth in a letter dated 27th 
November, 1925, sent by them to the President of the 
Association, the arrangement to be regarded as experi- 
mental. 

The Secretary reported that twenty-eight members 
had failed to pay their subscriptions to the Association for 
the years 1924 and 1925, and it was agreed on the propo- 
sition of Major Dunkin, seconded by Major Simpson, 
that the Article of Association ruling the omission of the 
names of members in arrear for such a period from the 
register of members, be adhered to. 


Mr. J. W. McInrosu: Before moving the reception 
and adoption of this report, I should like, with the 
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President’s permission, to call upon our Treasurer to 
give you a brief résumé of the financial position of our 
Association. 

Mr. E. A. West (Hon. Treasurer) who was received 
with applause on making his first statement in his 
official capacity, said : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—My duties as Honorary 
‘Treasurer commenced on September Ist last, and the 
following is a short review of what has taken place bet ween 
that time and December 31st last. 

The credit balance on current account on £ os. d. 
September Ist was ae eve .. 1,343 0 9 
On deposit 1250 0 0 
The amount received fre rom ouhen riptions, sales, 
and advertisements since, totalled ww Tee, Buk 


£3,304 9 4 


The Finance Committee decided to deal with the £1,250 
which was lying on deposit in the following manner :-—- 


& 

‘To transfer to General Account _... .- 6500 0 O 

To purchase Consols sie 600 0 

To leave on deposit ... 250 U0 OU 
‘These transactions were duly carried out. 
The disbursements which discharged liabili- 
ties, approved by the Finance Com- 

mittee, have amounted to vn .. 2,339 3 1 
The sum spent on the purchase of £903 

17s. 4d. at 554 per cent. was... .. 500 0 0 

The cash in hand is see ove . 216 6 3 

£3,304 9 4 


There is also a credit balance of £44 7s. 7d. in the petty 
eash account. 

The outstanding book debts due to the Association are 
£267 7s. 1ld., and the liabilities amount to £278 19s. 5d. 
In accordance with the instructions of the Finance 


’ Committee the latter will be paid this week. 


This is, of course, the worst possible period of the year 
to exhibit an account of the Association’s financial position, 
as the credit side receives no reinforcements until the 
New Year subscriptions begin to flow in. 

It must be remembered that the year 1925 has been a 
very heavy one for special and non-recurring expenditure, 
such as heavy legal fees in connection with the alteration 
of the constitution of the Association, and other additional 
expenses having reference to the changes made in the 
Officers of the Association. Notwithstanding this, the 
financial position is undoubtedly highly satisfactory, for 
the liabilities are practically nil and subscriptions have 
already been received since the Ist inst. for between £400 
and £500. Therefore, I think we are justified in saying 
that 1926 starts under decidedly hopeful auspices. 

I produce for your inspection the pass books. 

Mr. J. W. MecIwrosn: | think you will agree that 
the finances are in a very satisfactory condition, and 
I have much pleasure in moving the reception and 
adoption of the report. 

Professor WooLpRIpGE: | would like to echo the 
Treasurer’s statements with regard to the financial 
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situation of the Association. It is very gratifying 
to me, as your former Honorary Treasurer, to know 
that things are going on so excellently well and I am 


quite sure that in the future they will go on even 


better. (Applause). 
I wish to raise a point in regard to the recommenda- 


| tion of the Committee that those members in arrear 


with their subscriptions in respect of the past two 
years should have their names omitted from the 


| Register of Members. Before that is done, I suggest 


that some latitude should be allowed the Secretary, 
with a view to seeing whether or no further payment 
can be obtained. I have found in former years that 
members have not paid their subscriptions through 
sheer neglect and L have received payment sometimes 
from members as long as seven years in arrears. | 
think, also, that the Council should consider that those 
fees are recoverable by law and it is a question as to 
whether or not the Association should institute any 
proceedings. It would bring home to members the 
responsibility of their obligations. I propose that, 
in the first place, the recommendation that the names 
be removed be not strictly adhered to. 

Major G. W. Dunkin: The resolution mentioned 
by Mr. McIntosh (in the report) as having been put 
to the Finance Committee was in my name. I put 
it forward for the purpose of raising discussion but, 
since the meeting this morning, I have had placed in 
my hands a list of those gentlemen who are what | 
must, I suppose, for want of a better term, call 
delinquents in this respect, and I see from it that four 
of those in arrears have not paid since 1922, twenty- 
four since 1923, and one since 1924. 

The question arises in my mind as to whether or 
no we are entitled to give these gentlemen further 
latitude- whether we are not, by reason of our 
Articles of Association, bound to acknowledge that 
they must automatically cease to be members of the 
Association. 

Professor WooLpripGe: We are bound by the 
Articles, but I doubt if that is an Article. 

The Presipent: It will be fresh in the minds of 
all of you that this is a difficulty which has faced us 
every year since 1921, and I am afraid that we have 
always procrastinated. I should point out that at 
least three letters have been sent to these “ delin- 
quents,” and that, as the result of the third letter, 
we did get in three subscriptions. On the other hand, 
I see the point that it would be extremely helpful to 
those who are responsible for the committee work of 
the Association if some sort of indication could be 
given regarding the latitude to be allowed. 1 would 
remind you that the Record was sent to these gentle- 
men for a very long period, that a red wrapper pre- 
ceded its cessation, and that that cessation, in itself, 
was a very striking reminder of the fact that the 
subscriptions were in arrears. 

Mr. C. O. Lanaiey: Article No. 30 says: “ If the 
subscription of a member shall be in arrear for three 
months he shall cease to be entitled to receive the 
several publications of the Association or to attend 
or vote at any General Meeting of the Association. 
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If the subscription of a member shall be in arrear for 
two years he shall cease to be a member of the Asso- 
ciation.” 

Mr. McIntosu: As Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, I should like to have aruling from the Council 
on the matter. My own view is in harmony with 
that of Professor Wooldridge—that we should inter- 
pret this matter in a spirit of generosity. 

Major Simpeson: As the seconder of the resolution 
this morning, I should like to say that I do feel that 
we are rather trying to play with our Articles of 
Association. We all knew, when we joined this 
Association, what the rules of the Association were, 
therefore it is up to us to keep up our subscriptions. 
We have been dillying and dallying with this matter 
far too long; I see no reason to deviate from the 
path which is straight in front of us as laid down by 
our Articles of Association. I move “That the 
Articles of Association be adhered to strictly.” 

Major Catmur: I beg to second the motion. These 
gentlemen have had several years in which to think 
over the matter and I do not see any harm in pointing 
out to them that they automatically cease to be 
members and that we shall be glad to reconsider the 
matter if they will pay up their back subscriptions. 

Professor WooLpDRIDGE: I will be satisfied if you 
get the consent of the Council to allow the application 
of these to come into force, but, in the meantime, to 
leave it in the hands of the President, Hon. Secretary, 
and Hon. Treasurer. 

Mr. Aston: I suggest that it might be worth while 
to enlist the aid of the local Divisional secretaries to 
call on these men. It would perhaps serve a dual 
purpose, in not only rendering more likely the recovery 
of the arrears of subscription, but in giving the 
secretaries more interest in the Association by making 
them feel that they were serving their parent body, 
the National.” 

Mr. Aveston: There are many members of the 
veterinary profession to-day who are really in need. 
I have very great sympathy with these men in their 
task of trying to maintain a standard of life in keeping 
with their position as professional men and in endeav- 
ouring to educate their children up to the standard 
of those of other professional men. I think we should 
not be too harsh with them. I would most earnestly 
request the gentlemen present, if they could possibly 
see their way to do so, to have a little further patience 


with many of these men who, I am certain, desire to: 


pay if they can do so. 

The PRESIDENT: I am going to ask for the accept- 
ance of this report from the Finance Committee. 

A MemBer: May I ask how long this period of 
grace is going to be so extended ?# 

It was agreed to leave discretion in the hands of 
the President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer, 
and, with this alteration, the report was received and 


adopted. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE. 


Major Simpson (Chairman) read the following 
report of this Committee :— 
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Eleven meetings of the Editorial Committee have been 
held, Major P. J. Simpson being re-appointed to the 
Chairmanship. 

Tt was agreed that the Committee should meet on Monday 
of each week, and the Secretary and Assistant Editor were 
instructed to attend all the meetings of the Committee. 

The Committee considered the Schedule of Functions 
of the Editorial Committee, as approved by the Council 
of the Association at its meeting on September 30th. 
Arising thereon, the opinion of the Solicitors was obtained 
as to the legal liability, individually or collectively, of 
members of the Editorial Committee should an action at 
law be brought against the Veterinary Record. 

The following gentlemen have been invited and have 
agreed to act as collaborators in connection with the 
supply of material for publication in the Veterinary 
Record :—- 

W. H. Andrews, D.Se. 

W. F. Aston, M.R.C.V.S. 

Captain J. J. Aveston, M.R.C.V.S. 

tf. J. Bosworth, M.R.C.V.S., B.Se., D.V.S.M. 

©. Charnock Bradley, M.D., D.Se., 

T’. W. M. Cameron, M.A., B.Se., M.R.C.V.S. 

G. W. Clough, D.Sc. 

Professor J. F. Craig, M.A., M.R.C.V.S. 

Captain T. Dalling, M.R.C.V.S. 

Captain H. W. Dawes, M.R.C.V.S. 

Major G. W. Dunkin, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 

A. Gofton, Esq., F.R.C.V.S. 

F. L. Gooch, F.R.C.V.S. 

Henry Gray, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 

Professor J. Russell Greig, M.R.C.V.S. 

Tom Hare, M.B., Ch.B., B.V.Sc., MRC 

T. Harvey, F.R.C.V.S. 

David Imrie, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 

Professor D. Kehoe, M.R.C.V.S. 

Professor K. G. Linton, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 

Professor J. Macqueen, F.R.C.V.S. 

Professor M. M. Mitchell, B.Se., 

R. Barons Nelder, Esy., M.R.C.V.S. 

Professor J. J. O'Connor, M.R.C.V.S. 

Captain A. W. Noel Pillers, F-R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 

Captain J. R. Rider, MR.C.V.S. 

Major-General Sir Frederick* Smith, KCM.G., C.B., 

F.RCVS. 

Sir Stewart Stockman, M.R.C.V.S. 

G. W. Weir, Esq., M.R.C.V.S. 

Professor G. H. Wooldridge, F.R.C.V.S., F.Z.S. 

Lieut.-Col. T. D. Young, O.B.E., M.R.C.V.8., D.V.S.M., 
together with the Secretaries of the Divisions of the 
Association. 

The Committee decided that in future no advertisement 
of the sale of the practice of an unqualified and unregistered 
person be accepted for insertion in the Veterinary Record, 
and undertakings have been obtained from all Transfer 
Agencies that in future no advertisement will be forwarded 
fer insertion unless the practice for sale belongs to either 
a registered member of the R.C.V.S., or a Registered 
Existing Practitioner. 

In order to facilitate the work of the office, it was 
decided to make permanent insertion of the following 
notices in the Veterinary Record :— 
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(1) All communications relative to the business 
side of the Veterinary Record must be addressed 
to the General Secretary, N.V.M.A., 10 Gray’s Inn 
Square, London, W.C. 1. 

(2) All communications relative to the literary 
side of the Veterinary Record must be addressed 
to the Assistant Editor, N.V.M.A., 10 Gray’s Inn 
Square, London, W.C. 1. 

In consequence of the interest aroused by the enforce- 
ment of the Tuberculosis Order, 1925, and the Milk and 
Dairies (Consolidation) Act, the Committee decided to 
produce an enlarged number of the Record incorpora- 
ting a considerable number of papers and discussions upon 
this subject received from Divisions. Subsequent corres- 
pondence has yielded proof that the publication of this 
special number was found to be of considerable use and 
was highly appreciated. 

A special vote of thanks was accorded, and forwarded to 
Major-General Sir Frederick Smith, for his extended re- 
view of the “ Official History of the Veterinary Services 
in the Great War.” 

Arrangements have been made with the Director- 
General, Army Veterinary Services, for the provision of 
Army Notes to be published in the Record at suitable 
intervals. 

The question of the supply of College Notes during Term 
is still under consideration. 

Certain measures designed to facilitate the inter -working 
of the Editorial and Printing Offices have been adopted 
with success. 

The Committee have devoted considerable time to the 
question of securing an increase in the advertisements for 
the Record. In addition to corresponding with all 
likely advertisers, a number of personal visits have been 
paid. A gratifying result has been achieved and has 
rendered it necessary to insert a special page to meet the 
requirements of those firms stipulating for positions 
facing literary matter. 

It has been decided that the Association undertake to 
supply one free copy of the “ Veterinary Record” to each 
of the Veterinary Colleges. 

The Committee recommend that the contract with 
Messrs. Hudson and Son for printing the Veterinary 
Record be renewed for two years as from the Ist January 
1926, on the terms quoted. } 

The Committee have considered correspondence from 
Messrs. Muir, Beddall and Co., Insurance Brokers, relative 
to the taking out of a Libel Insurance Policy on behalf of 
the Association in connection with the Veterinary Record, 
and have decided to refer this matter to the Council 
for consideration. 

The Committee desire a ruling on the question of their 
powers to expend money and arrange contracts in connec- 
tion with the Veterinary Record. 


Major Simpson: You will observe that in this 
report two matters have been referred to the Council 
for consideration. One is the question as to how far 
the Editorial Committee can commit itself in regard 
to financial matters. One must point out that there 
are matters which frequently arise necessitating the 
spending of certain monies in regard to the Velerinary 
jm The fact of producing an enlarged Record 


in any given week involves a considerable amount 
of outlay, and the Editoral Committee have not, at 
the present moment, any power to expend that money, 
though much has to be expended, in practice, virtually 
on the spur of the moment. 

The second point is in regard to the insurance 
against libel. If the Council wish to know them, 
the terms are, so far as I can recollect, a premium of 
£15 to cover a legal action involving £500, and we 
have to pay the first £25. As a matter of fact, the 
Committee feel that it would be too expensive a 
business for the benefits received. 

I move the reception and adoption of this report. 

Mr. G. P. Mate: I beg to second that. 

The Prestpent: You have heard some remarks 
by the Chairman of the Editorial Committee, with 
special reference to the question of insurance. It 
was felt by the Committee that, in view of the fact 
that it was the Council that was responsible in the 
event of a libel action, it was a matter which should 
be decided by the Council. 

Mr. McInrosx: Concerning the question of the 
power of the Editorial Committee to spend money, 
my view was that the Editorial Committee had no 
power at all, the Finance Committee being the com- 
mittee to deal with all financial matters. I am not 
raising objection to the point made by Major Simpson, 
but I think we ought to have some ruling from this 
Council, otherwise, if you have the Kditorial Com- 
mittee spending money which ought to be spent by 
the Finance Committee, you will have difficulties. 

Mr. Mate: I do not think that the difficulty is 
quite so great as Mr. McIntosh would make out, 
seeing that the Chairman of the Finance Committee 
is also on the Editorial Committee, as is also the Hon. 
Treasurer. I do not think, therefore, that the 
Kditorial Committee can go far wrong in those matters 


| upon which it is very urgent that a decision should 


be arrived at. 

Professor WootprivGe: ‘The chief increase in 
expense is in respect of any increase in the number 
of pages of the Record. The taking of a decision of 
that sort cannot be held up until a mecting of the 
Finance Committee has been called. There should 
be some latitude allowed there. 

The Presipent: Upon every occasion that this 
matter has arisen the Kditorial Committee has taken 
upon itself to decide. 

Captain Kirk: I support the view that some 
latitude should be given. 

Mr. West: Speaking as the Treasurer, 1 am very 
much inclined to support what Mr. Male has said. 
I think we should not spend too much time over 
things which, although they appear to be of magnitude, 
are really of very little importance. The Editorial 
Committee sits with the Chairman of the Finance 
Committee and with the Treasurer of the Association ; 
the interests of the Editorial and of the Finance 
Committees are entirely the same, and I think we 
should only discuss this when the funds of the Asso- 
ciation render it necessary, which they do not at the 
present time. I do not think myself, unless you are 
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going to adopt any suggestion of merging the two 
Committees, that we need do other than go on as 
we are. 

Major Stmpson: It is merely an expression of 
opinion from this Council that we may go on that we 
desire to obtain. We do wish to feel that we are at 
liberty to take certain action which involves finance 
without having to refer to the Finance Committee. 

The Prestpent: I think the case is met by the 
opinions which have been expressed. 

Mr. A. Gorron: In regard to the refusal of the 
Association to accept for publication in the Record 
advertisements for the sales of the practices of un- 
qualified and unregistered practitioners, I was 
wondering, in my own mind, whether this was the 
best procedure to adopt. It seems to me that one 
object we should have in view is the replacement of 
an unregistered practitioner in a practice by a regis- 
tered one. If such a practice is on the market and a 
registered man wishes to buy it, it seems to me to be 
one way in which to effect a most desirable change. 

Mr. J. WitiettT: I take it, however, that we have 
no power to prevent an unregistered practitioner, 
subsequent to such a transaction, setting up next 
door, for such a man cannot be bound. I am quite 
in agreement with the policy that we should not 
accept such advertisements. 

Lieut.-Colonel J. W. BrirrLeBank : I do hens that 
the Council will think seriously before they counten- 
ance for a moment the insertion of advertisements 
from unregistered people. By putting such adver- 
tisements in we are going to admit that there is some 
right vested in these unregistered men to sell a prac- 
tice. 

The PrestpEnt: I do not know what your feeling 
is with regard to the insurance but, so far as I can see, 
the sum of £500 would be of very little service to us 
in the event of proceedings and, as has been pointed 
out, the premium is very high. If you desire to 
insure on the basis of multiples of these sums, very 
good, but my personal feeling is that at the moment 
we might well leave this matter alone. 

The report was received and adopted. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND Pusiic Com- 
MITTEE. 


Mr. G. P. Mare (Chairman) read and moved 
the adoption of the following report : — 

This Committee has held three meetings. 

Mr. G. P. Male was appointed Chairman of the Com- 
mittee for‘the ensuing year. 

Acting upon the instructions of the Committee, the 
President and Secretary drafted a letter to the Ministry 
of Health requesting that this Association be consulted 
with regard to the drafting of any Order it is proposed 
to make under the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 
or failing this, that we be supplied with an advance copy 
for consideration. 

Correspondence was considered concerning appoint- 
ments under the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914, 
and it was resolved to refer this to the next meeting of 
Council. It was further resolved that a deputation 


representative of the meeting of veterinary. practitioners 
held at Perth on the 24th October last, be invited to attend 
this meeting for the purpose of submitting their views on 
the matter, and that in the meantime a resolution be 
obtained from the Secretary of the meeting setting forth 
what action it is proposed should he taken by this Associa - 
tion on behalf of the part-time veterinary inspectors 
concerned. 

The Committee has considered correspondence from a 
member in regard to the removal of his name from the list 
of veterinary inspectors for the County of Derbyshire. 
Also advice has been given to other veterinary inspectors 
in their working of the Tuberculosis Order. 

Dr. T. Robinson, the Medical Officer of Health for 
Leicestershire, has applied for Scales of Fees under the old 
Milk and Dairies Act, the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation ) 
Act, and the Tuberculosis Order, 1925, which would serve 
as a basis for comparison with the fees at present paid by 
the Leicestershire Ccunty Council for the veterinary in- 
spection of cows. Dr. Robinson has been informed that, 
owing to conditions varying in different districts, no scale 
of fees under the Milk and Dairies measures referred to 
has been approved, and stating that the scale approved 
for work under the Tuberculosis Order, 1925, might be 
obtained from any veterinary inspector, Also, that, as 
the Tuberculosis Order is worked in conjunction with 
the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, the fees recom- 
mended under the Order would also apply, in the majority 
of cases, to the Act. 

A letter was considered from Captain W. T. Olver, re 
the working of the Tuberculosis Order, 1925, and it was 
agreed to write to the Ministry of Agriculture asking them 
whether all bovine animals, including calves, should be 
examined, and also for a definition of the term “‘ premises,” 
i.e., whether it is to include cattle housed or cattle turned 
out. 

It was also agreed to advise Captain Olver that he should 
arrange a meeting of the inspectors in his county with a 
view to arranging for a deputation to wait upon the 
County Council in regard to the fees paid under the Order. 

Consideration of a special Scale of Fees under the Milk 
and Dairies (Consolidation) Act was deferred, pending the 
receipt of copies of the draft orders about to be issued 
under this Act. 

The report was received’ and adopted. 


Report OF DEPUTATION TO THE ScortisH BOARD OF 
HEALTH. 


The Prestpent: It is my privilege tg submit the 
following report from your deputation :—- 

As instructed by you, the deputation, consisting of the 
President, the past President, Dr. Bradley, and the Hon. 
General Secretary, waited upon the Scottish Board of 
Health in Edinburgh on October 19th last. 

In their statement the deputation referred to the 
letter of September 14th, 1925, addressed by the Associa- 
tion to the Board, and emphasised the two points contained 
therein. They pointed out that the Association was of 
the opinion that in the public interest the salary paid to 
senior whole-time veterinary officers under the Milk and 
Dairies (Scotland) Act, should not be less than £600 per 
annum. They drew attention to the fact that such inspec - 
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“tors were called upon to carry out the provisions, not only 


of the Milk and Dairies Act, but of the Public Health Act 
(Section 43) and the Diseases of Animals Act, and they 
submitted that it was unreasonable to expect an officer, 
who, by his training and experience, was competent to 
administer the provisions of these Acts, to devote the whole 
of his time and ability to such a purpose at a salary of less 
than £600 per annum. It was equally unreasonable to 
expect a junior officer, employed at a considerably lower 
salary, to shoulder the burden of responsibility which such 
administration entailed. The Association did not ask that 
a salary of £600 per annum should be paid irrespective 
of the training and experience of the officer, but it did 
maintain that an officer who was competent to carry out 
the work should not receive a smaller salary. ‘They 
submitted that if certain local authorities did not feel 
justified in paying such a salary, several such local 
authorities might combine and appoint a chief veterinary 
officer and one or more juniors. 


With regard to the requirement by a certain local 
authority that the veterinary inspector should act as 
assistant sanitary inspector and hold or be bound to acquire 
the Diploma of the Sanitary Institute, the deputation 
pointed out that such a requirement was quite unnecessary 
and derogatory, since there were no duties which the officer 
might be called upon to perform in his capacity as veter- 
inary inspector which he was not entitled to do under the 
Public Health Act in respect of food, and under the Milk 
and Dairies Act in respect. of stock and premises. More- 
over, there were difficulties in regard to administration, 
since he would appear to be required to act in the capacity 
of assistant to the sanitary inspector. Further, under the 
Milk and Dairies Act, the veterinary inspector is directly 
responsible to the local authority. Finally, the training 
of a veterinary surgeon is concentrated upon the inspection 
of premises and is more than adequate---indeed, the 
training of the sanitary inspector is of a decidedly lower 
order. 

In reply to a question by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee as to whether the Association was opposed to the 
employment of whole-time officers as against part-time 
inspectors, the deputation replied that, while the Associa- 
tion realised that the replacement of part-time inspectors 
by whole-time veterinary officers was inevitable, it never- 
theless urged that no sudden or wholesale change should 
be made. It was the considered judgment of the Associa- 
tion that in the public interest no sudden elimination of the 
part-time inspector should be contemplated, but that the 
process, if considered desirable, should be gradual. 

The Committee of the Board discussed the points in 
detail and gave a very sympathetic hearing to the depu- 
tation. The Chairman pointed out that in several in- 
stances, although the salary offered did not reach the 
figure suggested by the Association, they were appointing 
veterinary officers in localities where there had been no 
previous veterinary inspection, and that such a state of 
affairs was a decided improvement. 

With regard to the requirement that veterinary inspec - 
tors should hold or obtain the Diploma of the Sanitary 
Institute, the Board appeared to be unaware of the pro- 
visions made in the curriculum. 


It was also pointed out to the Board that in the event 
of a veterinary officer being appointed a sanitary inspector, 
or held responsible for carrying out any of the duties 
ordinarily performed by that official, the veterinary officer 
might be placed bet ween two stools, namely, the Medica! 
Officer of Health on the one hand, and the sanitary in- 
spector on the other. It was strongly deprecated that the 
veterinary officer should be answerable in any respect 
to the sanitary inspector and it was urged that the most 
careful consideration should be given by the Board to 
this point before approving any regulations submitted to 
them by a local authority. for determining the duties of a 
veterinary officer and his relations to other officers of 
the local authority. 

The Board appreciated the importance of this point, 
and promised that it would be maintained under careful 
observation so as to avoid conditions which might he 
considered derogatory to the veterinary officer. 


Mr. McKinna: I think that a hearty vote of 
thanks should be passed to this Deputation for the 
work they have done and I have pleasure in proposing 
it. 

Colonel Youna seconded the proposition, which 
was carried unanimously. 

APPOINTMENTS UNDER THE MILK AND DAIRIES 
(ScoTLaAND) Act, I914. 

The Presipent: The next item on the agenda 
relates to appointments under the Milk and Dairies 
(Scotland) Act, 1914, to consider correspondence 
and to receive a deputation from the part-time 
veterinary inspectors of Scotland. It is our privilege 
to have Mr. James Lindsay and Captain Donald 
Campbell with us this afternoon and they will lay 
this matter before us. 

Mr. J. Linpsay: Mr. President and gentlemen, we 
are here as a deputation from the part-time veterinary 
inspectors of the South and West of Scotland, to lay 
our grievance before you. As you are all aware, the 
Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914, came into 
force on September Ist, 1925. Of that Act we have 
no complaint to make, but we do complain about 
this the treatment which is being meted out to the 
part-time inspectors. 

In regard to the genesis of our organisation, | may 
say that eight of us met together in Glasgow at the 
beginning of September and consulted the Act, and 
especially the inspectorship (part-time) work and as 
to the nature of the duties involved. We resolved 
then that we should circularise the veterinary prac- 
titioners in Scotland and request them to come to a 
meeting in Glasgow. I regret to say that we had a 
very poor attendance. I do not think that there 
were more than 18 or 20 who came forward. At that 
meeting we appointed a committee of six, amongst 
them being the Chairman and Secretary. We had 
another meeting about a fortnight later and we then 
resolved to circularise all the Local Authorities in 
Scotland. From them we received substantial sup- 
port. After that we had a meeting at Perth in 
October, where the position was fully explained, At 
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that meeting we resolved to approach the Convention 
of Royal Burghs, an organisation of Scottish Local 
Authorities, requesting the Convention to confer on 
the subject with the Scottish Board of Health. That 
was done, and, as a result, we did, I am pleased to say, 
secure a concession. That is the history of the 
formation of this Part-time Veterinary Inspectors’ 
Association. What we are grumbling about is this--. 
that if part-time inspectors are removed there is going 
to be not only a considerable reduction in their income, 
but a number of them will be reduced to genteel 
poverty. I have no doubt that many of you will have 
read this Act, and what we are up against is this— 
the part-time inspectors are to lose their work entirely 
and it is to be handed over to the whole-time official. 
The concession granted since the holding of the 
Conference to which 1 have referred was this- -that 
no man engaged in private practice could attend to 
the cows in his own district ; subject to that condition, 
the Board agreed to raise no objection to the appoint- 
ment of part-time inspectors. Since then, a number 
of us has acceded to that request, and we have received 
our appointments subject to the salary being fixed. 

One point is this -what is the reason that the 
Board of Health are abolishing the part-time inspec- 
tors‘ Is it for incapability ? Is it for economy ? 
Is it because they consider us untrustworthy ? As 
regards our “ incapability,” the fact that we have 
secured the concession removes that. If it is for 
economy, why are only the part-time veterinary 
inspectors dealt with in this manner? Are we 
untrustworthy ? Would you gentlemen submit to 
that charge? We shall not do so. (Hear, hear.) 

Proceeding, Mr. Lindsay said: I can assure you, 
gentlemen, that this is going to mean the very, very 
harsh treatment of a large number of part-time 
veterinary inspectors in Scotland; I was not aware, 
until we had that meeting in September, what it 
meant to some of them. In one town one prac- 
titioner is going to lose £265; another one is going to 
lose over £200, another over £165, and several close 
on £100. 1] approached my local authority when this 
Act came out on September Ist. The Dumfries 
County Council were very anxious that there should 
be fusion, but we have some determined people in 
Dumfries (laughter), and when they put their backs 
up against the wall they take a bit of knocking down. 
So we approached them two or three times and upon 
the third occasion they accepted our request. There 
are one or two who succeeded in getting their appoint- 
ments with the concession named, but if men lose 
their appointments it is going to be a serious thing 
for them. 1 hear that they will be recompensed—- 
they might get the hand of friendship, or a kind look 
(laughter), but 1 do not think they will succeed in 
getting the salaries allocated to them in by-gone days. 
We have determined to do our best for the part-time 
inspectors to see if they can get their appointments 
allocated to them, either by allowing them to con- 
tinue in their private work or otherwise. 

We trust that the * National” will render every 
possible assistance they can to us in Scotland. What 
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we should have done was this this should have been 
got at some time ago, only [ may say that a number 
of veterinary practitioners (part-time inspectors) 
were depending upon their representatives on the 
* National’ from Scotland to do what they could 
for them. But these must have overlooked it, quite 
unintentionally, no doubt. But we trust that now 
they will render, with the rest of their colleagues on 
the Council of the * National,” all the assistance they 
can to the part-time inspector. 

The Presipent: Having before me this letter 
from the Scottish Board of Health in regard to the 
concession to which you refer, what is it that you are 
seeking further at the moment ? The concession is 
* That the Board will raise no objection to the appoint- 
ment by Burghs of part-time veterinary inspectors 
provided that such inspectors refrain from prac- 
tising among the owners of dairy cows within their 
Burghs.” 

Mr. Linpsay: ‘This is a concession. ‘There are 
some part-time inspectors whose practice is almost 
confined to the cows in the borough in which they 
live, and if that work is removed from them it is 
going to be a very serious thing for them. The only 
way to do is this if they have to abandon the treat- 
ment of the cows, they will have to be recompensed. 

The Prestpent called upon Captain D. Campbell 
to address the Council. 

Captain D. CampseL.: Mr. President and gentle- 
men, Mr. Lindsay has covered the ground fairly com- 
pletely, and anything that I can say can only be very 
slightly supplementary to what Mr. Lindsay has 
already said. Perhaps I might go a little more fully 
into this matter as to how the part-time inspectors’ 
committee was formed. It is not really, as Mr. 
Lindsay has said, a part-time inspectors’ association. 
It began as a gathering of part-time inspectors, held 
in Glasgow, to consider their position under the Act. 
The Act we were familiar with before that time. One 
or two circulars were issued by the Scottish Board of 
Health before then. One was issued in June, and in 
it the opinion was expressed that the working of the 
Act could be best effected by the whole-time veterinary 
inspector. The later circular stated clearly that the 
Board, having again considered the matter of the 
appointment of veterinary inspectors, were not pre- 
pared to entertain the applic ‘ations of part-time 
veterinary inspectors for the appointments, except 
in exceptional circumstances. That was pn August 
22nd, and after that the first meeting of the veterinary 
inspectors was held. The Act came into force on 
September Ist, and the meeting was held on Septem- 
ber 5th, when it was decided that a committee should 
be formed, to get into touch with the local authorities 
as soon as possible. It might be asked, why did we 
address the local authorities and not the N.V.M.A. ? 
It was essential that there should be no loss of time, 
as the Act was already in force. We received quite 
a number of very favourable replies from the local 
authorities, and then we got into touch with the 
Convention of Royal Burghs, the representative body 
of Scottish Local Authorities, through it obtaining 
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this concession from the Scottish Board of Health. 
Our view now is that although the concession is some- 
thing, it is not enough to satisfy us, and I think we 
are not unreasonable in being dissatisfied. So long 
as part-time medical officers are allowed to carry out 
private duties, we think it is wrong that the veterinary 
inspector should not be allowed to do so. I am the 
one official in my district who is placed on a lower 
plane of integrity than the others. Mr. Lindsay 
referred to the losses that will accrue to the part-time 
inspectors under these proposed changes. I can 
produce a few figures ; they are the salaries of those 
part-time veterinary inspectors with whom I am 
on sufficiently familiar terms to make such an enquiry. 
I believe they are rather higher than the average 
would be throughout Scotland. 

Captain Campbell proceeded to quote the figures to 
which he referred, and continued: The average of 
these thirteen is £154, but [ should say that the total 
average is lower than that. As Mr. Lindsay has 
said, the attendance at our meetings was very 
disappointing, but I have here a batch of letters 
expressing sympathy with our object. I believe 
there are many cases in which, as Mr. Lindsay says, 
the practitioner would either have to live in genteel 
poverty or cease to practice altogether. 

Mr. Gorron: May I ask one question of Captain 
Campbell. He has quoted to us a number of salaries 
payable in different districts of Scotland. Are these 
salaries payable in respect of work in connection 
with the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act only, or do 
they include payment for work under other mea- 
sures 

Captain CAMPBELL: In my own case, the salary 
includes work under the Diseases of Animals Act, 
but in view of the terms of the Draft Bill to amend 
that Act, I do not think distinctions of salary between 
the two measures are very material. 

The Prestpent: How many part-time inspectors 
are actually affected and how many are unable to 
take advantage of the concession made by the Scottish 
Board of Health ? 

Captain CAMPBELL: We have no means of finding 
out. 

Colonel BrirrLeBANK : I have come to this meetjng 
here to-day to hear what Mr. Lindsay and Captain 
Campbell have to say. It seems to me that the 
position in which the part-time inspectors in Scotland 
find themselves is one which is going to call for very 
urgent action on our part. It is a distinct insult to 
the integrity of these men to be classified in an entirely 
different category from any other official employed by 
these varying bodies. This principle of selecting the 
unfortunate veterinary officer for separate classifica- 
tion is one that is apt to grow unless it is checked. I 
have seen the same tendency in the district in which 
I live and work, but fortunately we have been able 
to do something to check it. The same principles 
which are being applied in Scotland will be applied 
to part-time practitioners in England. If these 
appointments had been made under the Public 

ealth Act, it is my considered opinion that everyone 


of these practitioners would have been entitled to 
compensation. Although I am a whole-time officer, 
I think it is time that this Association became alert 
to protect the interests of part-time officers. When 
the old Veterinary Inspectors’ Association was formed 
in 1913, we clearly saw what was going to happen if 
the profession did not protect itself. The draft orders 
under the Milk and Dairies Bill have been in certain 
people’s hands for some time, but they have never 
been here. They have been approved by the Associa- 
tion of Municipal Corporations and have been sent out 
for consideration, but the Veterinary Profession has 
never been approached. I merely refer to them to 
draw your attention to the fact that the same prin- 
ciple is going on here--the ignoring of the Veterinary 
Profession by the Ministry of Heath—-which is going 
on in Scotland. I do hope that the Council of this 
Association will take no hesitating action in trying 
to secure for their brethren in Scotland what I con- 
sider to be only their just rights. 

Mr. J. C. Coreman: I have very deep sympathy 
with our friends from the North. I would like, 
however, to call Mr. Lindsay’s and Captain Campbell's 
attention to the fact that movements have been made 
in another body to protect the interests of the half- 
time men, and they will observe that in the report 
of the last Council meeting there was a special com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose. Unfortunately 
the Council turned it down and appointed a com- 
mittee upon which no half-time man was appointed 
to represent them, which I think was rather a pity. 
I should like to emphasise the importance of action 
being taken in time. The object of this special com- 
mittee was to watch for any imminent change in the 
Acts and Orders affecting the Veterinary Profession, 
to enable the committee to take immediate steps to 
approach the powers that be and lay our case before 
them and to obtain, if possible, the deletion of any 
words which may appear to be derogatory to our 
interests. Of course that has not been done in the 
past until too late, and it is necessary that we should 
have knowledge of what is in the minds of the powers 
that be before these enactments are put into force, 
and for that purpose I emphasise Mr. Lindsay's 
suggestion that steps should be taken at once by men 
who are suffering, or likely to suffer. I sincerely hope 
that the Council will support to the full this endeavour 
to protect the part-time men, because I can assure 
you that in England, if it ever comes to pass, there is 
a large number of country practitioners who would 
be deprived of the greater part of their professional 
income. 

Mr. H. L. Roperts: As an English part-time 
veterinary inspector, I have listened with a great deal 
of interest to the case put forward by Mr. Lindsay 
and Captain Campbell. Further, the remarks put 
forward by Colonel Brittlebank were very refreshing 
as those of a whole-time man championing the cause 
of the half-time inspector. What I would suggest 
to the Council is that we send a deputation to the 
Scottish Board of Health asking them to be good 
enough to re-open the case with a view to interpreting 
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~the Milk and Dairies Act so as to retain the services 


of competent part-time veterinary inspectors prac- 
tising in the districts in Scotland. What I would like 
this Council to impress upon the Board of Health is 
that they might create a great number of exceptional 
cases and thus overcome the difficulties which have 
erisen in respect of our brethren over the Border. 
At the same time, they could increase the number 
of men whom they thought were eligible to act, 
without any loss of departmental dignity. 1 suggest 
that a deputation be sent, and present the case in a 
different light from what they have been able to do 
themselves. 

Dr. O. C. Bravery: One would rather like to ask 
Mr. Lindsay or Captain Campbell whether they think 
that a paragraph in that report would form any sort 
of basis for further action. I personally would like 
them to suggest any further action on those lines, 
using that paragraph as a basis. 


The Secretary read the paragraph to which Dr. 
Bradley had made reference, occurring in the report 
of the deputation to the Scottish Board of Health, 
as follows: “ In reply to a question by the Chairman 
of the Committee as to whether the Association was 
opposed to the employment of whole-time officers as 
against part-time inspectors, the Deputation replied 
that, while the Association realised that the replace- 
ment of part-time inspectors by whole-time veterinary 
officers was inevitable, it nevertheless urged that no 
sudden or wholesale change should be made. It was 
the considered judgment of the Association that in 
the public interest no sudden elimination of the 
part-time inspector should be contemplated, but that 
the process, if considered desirable, should be gradual.” 

Mr. Linpsay : My opinion is this— that in Scotland, 
us you are aware, theré are very few whole-time 
inspectors in the different counties, and this is just 
the beginning of it; what will happen will be that 
there will be a fusion of the Burghs and the counties 
and the burghs will agree with the counties to instal 
the whole-time men for the work, but in all probability 
they will find out their mistake. There are many not 
cognisant of the fact that the part-time man is paid 
pro rata. 

Dr. Brapiey: I| am still in doubt as to whether 
Mr. Lindsay and Captain Campbell agree that that 
paragraph can be used as a basis for further action. 

Captain CampBeLL: | think so, Sir. We recognise 
that you are sympathetic and that there is to be a 
gradual substitution. 

Mr. Aveston : I propose that Mr. Lindsay, Captain 
Campbell and the President form a deputation to the 
Scottish Board of Health, asking their opinion as to 
whether this matter could not be altered to the advan- 
tage of the part-time veterinary inspectors in Scotland. 
The amount of influence which the average veterinary 
practitioner has with his M.P. is something far beyond 
what he can see, and it seems to me likely that the 
influence of these gentlemen upon the Scottish Board 
of Health might be considerable. 

The Prestpent: We will clear the ground as we 
go. In the first place, I am going to put it to you as 


to whether we shall, or shall not, support the persons 
represented by this deputation to-day, along the lines 
which have been suggested. 

The Council expressed unanimous assent to this 
course. 

The Presipent: Now as regards the ways and 
means. It has been suggested that a deputation 
should wait upon the Scottish Board of Health. 

Dr. Brapitey: To regularise matters, second 
Mr. Aveston’s proposal. 

Mr. H. P. Hocgnen: | beg to suggest that Mr. 
Male, as representing the Veterinary Inspectors’ 
Committee, form part of the deputation. 

Mr. F. L. Goocn : Does not the Council think that 
there would be greater force behind the deputation 
if the local men were not included ? 

The Prestpent: [| would almost suggest that in 
any case it might be advisable if you appointed a 
small sub-committee to go into this whole question 
and to make themselves au fai with the facts. 

Colonel BrirrLeBnank: Would it not be a good 
piece of business to appoint a committee in Scotland 
to consider the whole question and to take such steps 
as may be necessary to protect the interests of the 
part-time inspectors by waiting upon the Scottish 
Board ¢ 

Professor Wooupripce : In my opinion, it would 
add weight to the deputation if it were not confined 
to Scotland; it would, on the face of it, show that 
there was a much wider movement. 

Mr. Goocn : I beg to move as an amendment that 
the same representative committee of this Council 
act as a deputation as acted on the last occasion. | 
think that it would work very well. 

Captain Kirk seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Gorron: As a member of that deputation, | 
think it would be the greatest mistake for the Associa- 
tion to leave the part-time inspectors unrepresented 
upon the proposed deputation. 

Mr. Aston: I beg that this should be made the 
opportunity to protect the British part-time inspectors 
as well. 

Dr. BrapLey: I move a further amendment : 

* That the same deputation be,sent, plus Mr. Lindsay 
and Captain Campbell.” 

Mr. Goocn: I am quite willing that the names of 
these two gentlemen should be added to the deputation. 

Mr. Mate: I| have the greatest sympathy in the 
world with the half-time inspectors and .would like 
to do what I can to help them, but I think it will be 
hardly necessary for my name to be added. 

The deputation was appointed as follows: The 
President, Dr. Bradley, Messrs. Dawes, Gofton and 
Lindsay, and Captain Campbell. 

Mr. Gorron: IL think the directions should be, 
that instead of the deputation being instructed to 
wait on the Scottish Board of Health, that we request 
the Scottish Board of Health to receive the deputation. 

This was agreed. 

The Presipenr: | should like to express the 
thanks of this Council to Mr. Lindsay and Captain 
Campbell for the amount of trouble which they have 
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taken in coming here to-day and laying their case 
before us. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Linpsay: I can only thank you, gentlemen, on 
behalf of Captain Campbell and myself, for the kind- 
ness which you have shown us here to-day. When 
we were appointed as a deputation we were a little 
timorous (laughter), but it is with no regret that we 
contemplate our negotiations with you, and I can 
only thank you for the kind manner in which you 
have treated us. 

Captain CAMPBELL; May I add my thanks to those 
of Mr. Lindsay. 


New BYeELAws: ScuEDULE OF FUNCTIONS OF THE 
EprroRiAL COMMITTEE. 


Major Simpson; Professor Wooldridge has had to 
leave, and he has asked me to move the resolution 
in his name. I beg to move the adoption of the 
byelaws as printed on the agenda. 

The byelaws, under the heading given above, were 
as follows :— 

1. To determine questions of policy in connection 
with the Veterinary Record. 

2. To select subjects for editorial articles; to 
suggest writers of same, and to accept responsibility 
for all matter appearing in editorials. 

3. To examine all articles and correspondence 
submitted which contain matter which may be con- 
sidered libellous, and to determine the action to be 
taken in regard to them. 

4. The editorial staff shall submit all matters to 
the Editorial Committee, who shall determine the 
action to be taken thereon. 

5. To determine the form of the Veterinary 
Record and all business matters arising in connection 
with its publication, and all matters pertaining to 
advertisements. 

Mr. J. WiLLerrT seconded the resolution. 

The Prestpent: I may say that the Articles of 
Association have been complied with, in that these 
byelaws have been suspended in the offices of the 
Association for the statutory period. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


From the Dumfries and Galloway Division. 

“That this Division of the N.V.M.A. brings to the 
notice of the N.V.M. Association, and requests their 
assistance and best endeavours, on behalf of the part- 
time veterinary inspectors in Scotland, in their case 
with the Ministry of Health for Scotland and its proposed 
administration of the Tuberculosis Order and the Daicies 
and Milk Bill. Also to give its consideration to the 
* Draft Bill’ of these Orders, which the Ministry of Health 
has circulated to County Authorities in Scotland ; which 
recommends County Authorities to take over the adminis- 
tration of the recent Orders in the Burghs within their 
area, thus to entirely eliminate the Burgh veterinary 
(part-time) inspectors.” 

Mr. Gorton: Has not this resolution already been 
dealt with under Item 7 ¢ 
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The Presivent: | think you will all agree that 
that is so. 
MEMBERS: Yes. 


From the Royal Counties Division. 

“ That this Division requests the Council of the N.V.M.A. 
to consider the desirability of requesting the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries to advise veterinary inspectors 
and other veterinary surgeons of the occurrence of out- 
breaks of foot-and-mouth disease in their districts and in 
adjacent districts. It is believed that this would very 
considerably facilitate the work of the inspectors.” 

The Secretary read a letter from Major DeVine, 
of Birmingham, in support of the resolution. 

The PrestpENT: | have no doubt that you will 
approve this resolution. What do you suggest should 
be done in connection with it ? 

Mr. Mae: I propose that we write to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries on those lines. 

Mr. J. WiLLetT seconded the proposition, which 
was carried unanimously. 


ANY OTHER BUSINEss. 

Application for Affiliation by the Veterinary 
Research Club. The Prestpent: This is a club of 
research workers started two years ago. It consists, 
at the moment, of a small number of twelve or fifteen, 
and it was the desire of the club that it should become 
a Division of the “‘ National,” when the Association 
would have a Division of research workers. (Hear, 
hear.) 

The application was unanimously granted. 

Reverting to Item No. 9 on the Agenda, attention 
was drawn to the second part of the resolution from 
the Dumfries and Galloway Division relating to a 
Draft Bill to amend the provisions of the Diseases of 
Animals Act. 

It was resolved to refer this matter to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee for consideration. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his conduct 
of the meeting concluded the proceedings. 


FREE STATE AND THE MEDICAL REGISTER. 


“Tt is announced in Dublin to-day,” says the Dublin 
correspondent of Zhe Times, writing on January 19th, 
“that the Free State Government proposes to introduce 
legislation in Dail Eireann next month to extend the 
existing arrangement with the General Medical Council 
for a further period of six months. This news has been 
received with much pleasure by all classes. The decision 
of the Free State Government to set up a separate Medical 
Register was one of the greatest blunders of its career, 
Even among its staunchest supporters hardly anybody 
could be found to support its action, and everybody hopes, 
now that a further breathing space has been secured, 
that the last has been heard of the proposal to isolate 
Irish doctors from the Empire. During the next six 
months a permanent arrangement can easily be made, 
and the strongest pressure will be brought to bear on the 
Government to induce it to abandon its reactionary 
attitude.” 
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DIVISIONAL REPORT. 


Lancashire Division. 


A General Meeting of the Lancashire Division was 
held at the Grand Hotel, Aytoun Street, Manchester, 
on December 9th, 1925, at 3-30 p.m. The Chair was 
taken by the President (Mr. J. T. Allen), and other 
members present were Messrs. G. Ellis, G. Mayall, 
J. Holroyd, J. F. Dixon, E. H. Curbishley, J. N. J. 
Hagan, R. 8. Howe, H. Matthews, C. T. Trevers, 
Warwick Fowle, J. H. White, F. G. Edwards, J. H. 
Wright, H. H. Lord, J. Spruell, F. A. Ball, H. G. 
Hewitson, J. K. Bateman, F. Hopkin, G. H. Locke, 
J. W. Brittlebank, W. Walker, R. H. Oddy and 
A. New. 

Visitor. Captain Hamilton Kirk. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received 
from Messrs. W. Woods, H. Torrance and A. W. Noel- 
Pillers, J. Abson, R. Hughes, J. McKinna and Dr. 
T. Hare. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and were confirmed and signed. 

The PRestpent said that, as Captain Hamilton 
Kirk wished to catch an early train back to London, 
he would now call on him for his paper, and he hoped 
there would be a good discussion. 

‘aptain Hamitron Kirk then presented his paper 
on “ Alimentary Diseases of the Dog and Cat.” 
[Captain Kirk’s paper, together with the ensuing 
discussion, appear at the commencement of this 
issue. Ed.]. 

Colonel J. W. BrirtLEBANK proposed a vote of 
thanks to Captain Kirk. He had enjoyed his lecture 
very much, and he could not help but admire the 
enthusiasm with which he had tackled the problem. 
He was quite sure the members of that Division felt 
very grateful to Captain Kirk, and although the 
discussion had been somewhat abbreviated, what it 
lacked in quantity it made up in quality. Captain 
Kirk had brought a lot of interesting specimens and 
he again ‘thanked him. 

Mr. J. HoLroy», in seconding, remarked that their 
visitor had presented a very interesting paper, and 
had given so much detail as to leave little ground for 
discussion. Mr. Holroyd said he had also heard 


Captain Kirk on the wireless, and had then enjoyed ‘ 


his lectures very much. 

The Secrerary read a letter from the National 
Veterinary Medical Association asking that Division 
to participate in the scheme of each Division paying 
for a link of the Official Chain of Office, each link to 
cost two pounds. 

Mr. Epwarps proposed, and Mr. CurBISHLEY 
seconded, “that this Association contribute two 
pounds to the cost of the Chain referred to.” The 
proposition was carried unanimously. 

Nominations. Messrs. J. D. Arnfield (Oldham), 
and (. E. Hall (Furness Vale), were nominated for 
membership of the Division. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS AND COUNCIL FOR 1926. 


President. Mr. J. Holroyd. Proposed by Colonel 
BrirrLEBANK, seconded by Mr. Locke, 

Vice- Presidents. Messrs. J. T. Allen, K. H. Cur- 
bishley and E. J. Burndred. Proposed by Mr. 
WHITEHEAD, seconded by Mr. Ho.royp. 

Hon. Treasuerer.. Mr. A. W. Noel-Pillers. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. J. Spruell. 

Hon. Auditors. Messrs. L. Butters and 'T. 
Dobie. 

Council. Messrs. J. H. Wright, J. D. Whitehead, 
F. Hopkin, W. A. Taylor, W. Woods, H. Sumner, senr., 
T. Wilson, G. H. Locke, F. G. Edwards and Colonel 
J. W. Brittlebank. Proposed by Mr. Dixon, seconded 
by Mr. Waite. 

Representatives on the Council of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association. It was proposed by 
Mr. Dixon, seconded by Mr. Batt, and carried 
unanimously, that Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, Mr. 
G. H. Locke, Mr. J. H. Carter and Mr. J. Spruell 
(Hon. Secretary), be elected representatives on the 
Council of the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion. 

It was agreed to hold an Annual Dinner immediately 
after the Annual Meeting, and that the arrangements 
in connection therewith be left to the Council. 

Mr. Dixon proposed, and Mr. BaAui seconded, 
* That the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association 
join with the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association 
and the Derbyshire Veterinary Medical Association 
in the issue of a joint Election Circular, and that this 
Association promises these Associations to support 
their candidates in return for their support of this 
Association’s candidates.” The proposition was 
carried unanimously. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the President for 
occupying the Chair. 

JouN SPRUELL, 
Hon. Secretary. 


The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons have awarded 
the Williams Memorial prize jointly to Mr. J. H. M. Hughes, 
of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, and to Mr. 
Simon Sharp, of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 
Edinburgh. The prize is given on the marks obtained in 
the final examination for the diploma of M.R.C.V.S.,and is 
consequently competed for by students from all the 
veterinary colleges in Great Britain and Ireland. Mr. 
Hughes and Mr. Sharp were bracketed cqual with the 
highest marks obtained during the year 1925. 


Army Instructions (India) announce: It has been de- 
cided that the Veterinary Service in Burma District and 
Aden Brigade Area shall in future be administered by the 
Assistant Director of Veterinary Services, Eastern Com- 
mand, and Deputy Director of Veterinary Services, 
Southern Command, respectively, and the necessary reports 
and returns should be submitted through them. The 
regulations concerned will be amended in due course.-— 
Times of India. 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events. 


Fobruary 4th.— Meeting of the Central Division at 10 
Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 

hth. Annual General Meeting and Dinner 
of the Royal Counties Division at 
Reading. 

9th.—-Meeting of the Lancashire Division, 
at Manchester. 

March 12th.--Annual Meeting and Dinner of the 

Lancashire Division at Manchester. 

,, olst.— Garnett Memorial Fund—Closing Days. 
April Ist.—R.C.V.S. Annual Fee of £1 1s. Od. due. 
8th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meeting. 
%th.—R.C.V.8S. Committee Meeting; Council 

Meeting 2 p.m. ; Garnett Memorial Fund 
Committee Meeting. 
June 30th.—R.C.V.S. Annual Dinner, Hotel Victoria, 
London. 


” 


” 


PERSONAL. 

Appointment.—To fill the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Mr. F. A. Davidson, B.Se., M.R.C.V.S., 
Assistant Veterinary Inspector, who leaves the City this 
week to take up his new appointment as Veterinary 
Inspector for the County of Dumfries, the Newcastle 
Corporation (Cattle Trade Committee) has appointed Mr, 
Horace Thornton, B.V.Se., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., who is a 
graduate of the Liverpool University. 

Mr. Thornton has had a brilliant college career. After 
obtaining the M.R.C.V.S. degree, he continued his studies 
at the University and took the degree of Bachelor in 
Veterinary Science besides the Diploma in Veterinary 
Hygiene. 

While at the University, Mr. Thornton held the positions 
of Demonstrator in Junior and Senior Anatomy and of 
Demonstrator in Parasitology. Subsequently,he was engaged 
for a year in post-graduate research in Helminthology 
at the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, papers upon 
his original work being published in the Annals of Tropical 
Medicine. 

Mr. ‘Thornton, besides receiving a practical training— 
including the inspection of meat and other foods—within 
the City Veterinary Department, where he immediately 
commences his new duties, has had considerable experience 
in general veterinary practice in Liverpool, Norfolk and 
Carlisle districts, and with foot-and-mouth disease in 
various parts of England while employed by the Ministry 
of Agriculture during 1924 and 1925. 

Mr. Thornton is a son of Professor W. M. Thornton, 
D.Se., D.Eng., O.B.E., of Armstrong College and is well- 
known locally as a forward of the Tynedale Rugby football 
team. 


Mr. William Tweed, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., has, subject 
to confirmation by the City Council, been appointed 
second Assistant Veterinary Inspector for the City of 
Sheffield. 


Foor-aAnp-Mouta DISEASE. 


“A fresh outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease was 
confirmed yesterday,” says The Times of January 26th, 
“on premises known as Merryweather Farm, Roydon, 
Essex. The farm is only about 100 yards away from 
premises on which an outbreak occurred in November, 
and in respect of which the restrictions on movement 
were withdrawn last month. Five fat cattle were moved 
from Merryweather Farm to Epping market on January 
18, and officials of the Ministry of Agriculture are now 
trying to trace these beasts. It is hoped and expected that 
the Ministry’s task in cases of this sort will be easier after 
February 1, when the Record of Movement Order will come 
into operation. 

“The Ministry’s Order, reported on January 18, res- 
tricting the movement of cattle within an area including 
the whole of the North Riding, part of the West Riding, 
Durham County, and Newcastle and Tynemouth boroughs, 
will be modified as from to-morrow by a splitting-up and 
reduction of the area, provided that no further outbreaks 
occur in the meantime.” 


At a conference of representatives of the various interests 
concerned in the cattle trade held in Cork, the suggestion 
of the prevalence of tuberculosis in cattle was strongly 
denied. Statements to that effect, it was urged, seriously 
affected the trade. A report was read from the local 
authority, under the Diseases of Animals Act, showing 
that within six months only one cow of the thousands 
shipped from Cork had been rejected for disease. It was 
suggested a Government inquiry should be held. 


Army Veterinary Service. 


Lonvon GAZETTE—-WAR OrFriceE—REGULAR FoRCEs. 

Jan. 22nd.—Captain P. S. Sparling to be Maj. (Oct. 19, 
1925); Captain J. Judge is secd. for duty with Sudan Def. 
Force (Nov. 20, 1925). 


R.C.V.S. Oprruvary. 


Bristow, V.S8.C., M.R.C.V.8., 36 Kersland 
Street, Glasgow. Graduated Edinburgh, 16th December, 
1922. Died, 21st January, 1926. 

Mr. Bristow, who was only 35 years of age, died as the 
result of injuries sustained in a motor accident on Sunday, 
January 17th. Following a distinguished career as a 
student, he joined the staff of Animal Diseases Research 
Association in 1923. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :— 

Report of a meeting of the V.M.A. of Ireland, from 
Professor J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Secretary. 

Communications from Professor J. R. Grieg, Messrs. 
F. Morton, Wallis and W. R. Wooldridge, and Lieut.-Col. 
T. Dunlop Young. 
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